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LEFT President Monsignor Stuart Swetland 
guards the goal during Donnelly’s first annual 
back-to-school soccer tournament.

BELOW Donnelly students and staff pose 
together at the conclusion of the event  
co-hosted by Sporting Kansas City.
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ONCAMPUS

Building Community Around the World
Donnelly sophomore Sayra Salais had never left 

the country or even traveled by plane before 
she traveled to Cuba with Donnelly’s Study Abroad 
Club this summer. She was nervous about leaving 
the country, but eager to embrace “a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Although Salais could have been deterred when 
she learned she would be the only Donnelly student 
on the trip, the opportunity to travel with seven 
students from the University of Kansas cemented 
her decision to participate. 
“I felt like I could represent Donnelly as a student 

and what we [at Donnelly College] value on our 
campus. I was glad to do it,” Salais said.

Salais was able to earn the first stamp on her 
passport thanks to the efforts of Dr. Paula Console-
Șoican, assistant professor of English at Donnelly 
and faculty advisor to Donnelly’s Study Abroad 
Club. Dr. Console-Șoican has partnered with KU 
for several years on a Costa Rica study abroad 
program, but the trip to Cuba was a first for both 
institutions. This spring, two Donnelly students also 
traveled to Portugal through a separate program.

Throughout the Costa Rica visit, Dr. Console-
Șoican encouraged students to build community 
by meeting with indigenous people, hearing their 
stories and witnessing the challenges they have 
overcome. The Cuba program focused on immersing 
students in Cuban culture: viewing films by Cuban 
directors, attending plays, listening to live music 
and visiting historical sites.

Dr. Console-Șoican enjoys traveling with her 
students because “they reveal who they really are” 
and have a new sense of self when they land back in 
the United States.
“Through travel experiences, our students get 

opportunities to learn beyond what we offer here 
[on campus]. Our students need to experience the 
world,” she said.

Perhaps one of the most unique travel abroad 
experiences occurred this past summer. Donnelly 
student Aline Mukobwa traveled to Rwanda to take 
part in a pilgrimage to Kibeho, a Marian apparition 
site, and visited the Kigali Genocide Memorial. 
Mukobwa accompanied Immaculée Ilibagiza, author 
of a memoir about surviving the Rwandan genocide 
that was Donnelly’s Common Read text during the 
2021-2022 academic year. When Ilibagiza visited 
campus to talk about her book, she invited any 
Donnelly student to attend the yearly pilgrimage 
to Rwanda. Mukobwa jumped at the opportunity 
and raved about the lasting impact and unique 
experiences she encountered.

For students who prefer to stay closer to home, 
Donnelly also offers domestic travel options through 
the Travel Club sponsored by Director of Humanities 
Gretchen Moffet. In recent years, the Travel Club 
has gone to Memphis to tour the National Civil 
Rights Museum and Underground Railroad sites.  
The club has also traveled to the Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Louis and the Dred Scott v. Sandford courthouse. 
Educational activities and service-learning are woven 
into each trip.
“Within the U.S., we work with an organization 

called Saint Christopher Journeys, which organizes 
travel through a Catholic lens,” said Moffet. “It’s not 
just sightseeing. It gives students an understanding 
of the world around them. There’s just something 
about getting out and experiencing things that you 
can’t replicate in the classroom.”

The Study Abroad Club has another trip to  
Costa Rica planned for early next year and the 
Travel Club will be visiting Chicago. For current 
students who might be hesitant to travel, Salais 
shared a piece of advice: “Be open-minded and 
be open to new adventures. Learn about people’s 
stories,” she said. D

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Donnelly student Sayra Salais tours Havana, Cuba. Students pose for a picture in San José,  
Costa Rica. From left: Hugo Juarez Avalos, Alexis Mendoza, Janibel Alvarenga, Denise Diaz-Gonzales, Marco Delgado. 
Donnelly student Marco Delgado plants a coffee tree in Costa Rica. Students visited Las Terrazas, a pioneering 
ecovillage located in Cuba.
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SPOTLIGHT

A Tale of Two Brothers:  
Simon and Julian Scholl
For brothers Simon and Julian Scholl, Donnelly is 

more than just a college. It represents a community 
that has provided them both with unique opportunities 
and lasting connections.

Simon, the oldest of the two, graduated from 
Donnelly in 2021 with a bachelor’s degree in business 
leadership and joined Donnelly’s full-time staff as 
assistant registrar in 2022. Julian is a sophomore earning 
an associate of arts degree. The brothers come to campus 
daily with different goals, but have stayed connected to 
Donnelly for similar reasons. 

Coming from a Catholic, homeschooled family, 
Simon and Julian wanted their higher education 
experience to reflect their Catholic upbringing as well 
as smaller class sizes to create an easier transition from 
homeschooled high schoolers to college students. Simon 

started out attending a local community college, but 
found it difficult to make connections.
“I did well [at the community college], but I never 

really connected to much of that school,” said Simon.  
“It was just sort of like, ‘This is the place I go to take 
classes.’ I chose Donnelly for its accessibility and 
Catholic identity. I liked the smaller classes and how 
everyone was able to get to know each other a lot better.”

After graduating from Donnelly, Simon started working 
at a corporate job, but felt something was missing. After 
finding a job opening for Donnelly staff, Simon jumped 
at the opportunity to work at his alma mater.
“I benefitted from the community aspect of Donnelly as 

a student and that’s part of why I came back to work here 
too,” he said. “Many staff come back to work at Donnelly  
after being a student. There is a reason for that.”

FROM LEFT Simon and Julian Scholl
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After hearing of Simon’s positive student experience, 
younger brother Julian also enrolled at Donnelly.

“Since I was homeschooled for most of my education, 
I wanted to go to a smaller college because it seemed 
less jarring,” said Julian. “I found that I could actually 
excel here. I feel that Donnelly has opened a lot of 
opportunities for me.”

Julian is the president of Donnelly’s Salsa-Dancing Club 
and Soccer Club. He has participated in a study abroad 
program and also tries to attend as many student events as 
possible. Throughout his time as a student, Julian found a 
passion for helping others, specifically as a peer tutor. He 
plans to start a career in teaching. He sees participating in 
campus activities as a way to give back to Donnelly. 
“I’m always trying to motivate those around me to get 

involved, even students I don’t know,” he said.

Not only have the two brothers been involved in 
the Donnelly community, but their entire family has 
additional Catholic ties to the College. Their family 
parish, Our Lady and Saint Rose Church, is where 
Donnelly President Monsignor Stuart Swetland is the 
pastor and their father is a permanent deacon.
“It’s cool to see Monsignor at school and church. It makes 

me feel even more connected to Donnelly,” said Simon.
Altogether, there are seven Scholl siblings. Simon 

and Julian hope their younger siblings decide to attend 
Donnelly in the future. While Julian plans to graduate 
in the spring of 2023, he hopes to stay connected as an 
alumnus, just like his older brother.
“I have a lot of great memories at Donnelly. The 

community is why I enjoy it the most,” said Julian. D
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FEATURE

In early August, after being buzzed through four security 
checkpoints, several members of Donnelly’s staff made 

their way into the community room of the Lansing 
Correctional Facility (LCF) maximum security prison.  
Once inside, chairs were placed in neat rows and tables were 
set at the front of what would soon become a graduation 
ceremony space like no other. As instructors, administrators 
and wardens entered the LCF community room, the hum  
of conversations filled the air as they awaited the three prison 
residents that would soon emerge in their caps and gowns.

Monsignor Stuart Swetland, president of Donnelly 
College, made his way to the front of the room to begin  
in prayer and welcome.
“This space has become sacred as we celebrate the fact that 

in any gathering of human community where two or three 
are present, God is among them,” he said.

As the students shared their stories and the deputy warden 
challenged them to “never stop growing and learning,”  
the three graduates officially became Donnelly alumni,  
all earning their associate of science in business degrees.

Donnelly’s College in Prison Program launched in 2001 
after former president Dr. Ken Gibson advocated for 
serving residents in the minimum and maximum security 
prisons. According to the Kansas Department of Corrections 

(KDOC) website, LCF is the largest and oldest correctional 
facility for adult males in the state of Kansas.

Maintaining support and resources for Donnelly’s 
College in Prison Program has been no easy task. Yet, 
despite both fiscal and operational challenges, what started 
as a dream to expand the College’s mission beyond the 
reaches of Donnelly’s Kansas City, KS campus, has endured 
for 21 years and counting.

In the 1990s, the U.S. government disallowed the use of 
Pell grant funds for prisoners, which in turn forced many 
higher education institutions to shut down their college 
in prison programs. Despite the lack of monetary support, 
Donnelly’s “doors” stayed open to serve a massively 
underrepresented population in higher education.

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Education lifted  
the ban on Pell grants for incarcerated students when  
it established the Second Chance Pell Experiment.  
The Experiment’s purpose continues to be “to help 
incarcerated individuals resume educational journeys 
and reduce recidivism,” according to a 2022 DOE article. 
Donnelly’s application to participate in the Experiment  
was approved in 2020. In April 2022, the DOE  
announced the expansion of the Second Chance Pell 
Experiment to include 200 total schools. 

AGAINST ALL ODDS
DONNELLY’S COLLEGE IN PRISON PROGRAM



WINTER 2022   |   9

Donnelly’s Director of the Lansing Correctional Program 
John Hewitt has witnessed just how impactful this program  
has been for the prison residents.
“This program is bringing hope to guys who are finding 

themselves in seemingly hopeless situations,” he said. “They’re 
going through deep personal change. Once they’re enrolled, 
they discover that they like going to school, then realize they 
want to do more in life.”

Since the program was established in 2001, Donnelly has 
served 371 total prison residents with 30 earning a degree. There 
are currently 29 Lansing residents enrolled in Donnelly classes 
with an additional 20 more projected to start in the spring. 

According to Hewitt, enrollment numbers are largely 
dependent on word-of-mouth advertising from current  
and former students.
“I’ve noticed there’s more interest in Donnelly’s program  

and who we are, especially with the recent graduation,”  
he said. “The gentlemen have heard about our instructors’ 
professionalism and how the course content can prepare  
them for life outside of prison.”

In his graduation ceremony speech, one of the August 
graduates reflected on growing up with a mother who was a 
doctor and three siblings who attended Ivy League schools.  
A string of poor life choices led to him being incarcerated  
at the Lansing maximum security facility.
“Life doesn’t stop because I made a mistake... Prison was  

a wakeup call. I told myself I’d continue my education and  

I’m so grateful for this opportunity,” he said.
Hewitt hopes to continue providing support and additional 

learning opportunities for the residents. He has noticed 
that providing an atmosphere of support over judgment has 
been transformational for the students in the minimum and 
maximum security Lansing facilities.
“The gentlemen are serious about what they’re doing. They’ve 

organized their own study groups. The facilities have created 
quiet study areas for the students to work. They even read 
Donnelly’s Common Read book. The Lansing instructors talk 
a lot with the residents about what it means to be a college 
student. They set the same expectations in the prison as they 
do on campus,” he said.

Long-term, Hewitt hopes to expand the College in Prison 
Program while ensuring its sustainability. With the Second 
Chance Pell Experiment, he predicts there will be more 
competition with other colleges to enroll the residents. 
However, Hewitt is confident that what sets Donnelly apart –  
commitment to supporting students, quality instructors,  
real-world preparation and dedication to the College’s mission –  
will stand strong.

Against all odds, Donnelly students at LCF are finding hope 
and experiencing transformation.
“This experience with Donnelly has been life changing,” said 

another Lansing graduate speaker. “Our lives are just beginning. 
It’s up to us to take advantage of our new life here and be the 
best we can be. Glory be to God.” D

LEFT Three Lansing residents earned their associate of 
science degrees in August 2022. Photo credit: KDOC

ABOVE The Lansing Correctional Facility is the largest 
and oldest correctional facility for adult males in Kansas. 
Photo credit: KDOC

AGAINST ALL ODDS

LEFT President Monsignor Swetland (far left) poses with the three 
Lansing graduates alongside John Hewitt, director of the Lansing 
program (far right). Photo credit: Kansas Department of Corrections (KDOC)
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Dhuha Shareef ’09
Before coming to the 
United States in 2008, 
Dhuha taught high 
school math for 18 
years in Iraq. When 
her family fled Iraq, 
they chose to settle 
in Kansas City, close 
to extended family. 
In fall 2009, Dhuha 
completed Donnelly’s 
English as a Second 

Language program, while also volunteering as a 
math tutor. After she completed the ESL program, 
Dhuha began teaching at Donnelly as an adjunct 
math instructor. She earned her Master of Science in 
mathematics from the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City in 2014, and was then promoted to Assistant 
Professor at Donnelly. In 2021, she was promoted to 
Associate Professor and recognized as faculty member 
of the year. 

Dhuha is currently working on an interdisciplinary 
doctorate in mathematics and physics at UMKC.

“I am most grateful for the 13 years  
I have had at Donnelly. I want to thank 
its community for supporting me and  
my family. With the aid of this institution, 
I have been able to make progress and 
put down roots in unfamiliar soil.”

Dr. Bill Nicely ’85
After earning his associate 
degree from Donnelly in 
1985, Bill earned a Bachelor 
of Science in education from 
Pittsburg State University  
and a master’s in education 
policy and leadership from  
the University of Kansas.  
He then earned his doctorate 
in education through Nova 
Southeastern University.  
Bill worked as an educator  

for over three decades, starting his career as a high school 
science teacher before becoming a high school principal  
and ultimately a superintendent. Since retiring in 2020,  
Bill continues to influence the lives of children through his 
work with the Kauffman Real World Learning initiative,  
the Education Governance and Leadership Association  
and his consulting firm. 

Bill has the distinction of being the first Legacy Alumni  
Hall of Fame member. His father, Steve Nicely, was inducted 
in 2014.

“When I was a young man... I was lost. It was 
Donnelly College that put the pair of glasses 
on so I could see...how to be a good human 
being and how to live by faith.”

To watch the Alumni Hall of 
Fame video features from 
SHINE 2022, please visit 
youtube.com/donnellyedu

2022 ALUMNI HALL OF FAME 

INDUCTEES



Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! My name is Perla Grijalva, and I am a student at Donnelly College.  
I am honored to share my story with you.

As a young adult, I was focusing on raising my three beautiful children with my husband in Kansas City, 
Kansas. In 2017, our nine-year-old daughter, Evelyn, was diagnosed with brain cancer. Our family spent 
several months at the hospital while Evelyn underwent intensive treatment. During this time our goal  
was to keep a smile on her face, and nothing helped more than playing with toys. 

After Evelyn passed away, our family held a toy drive at our church in honor of her birthday. We were 
overwhelmed by the support we received, and the toy drive soon became an annual event. To help more 
families, we started a nonprofit organization called Team Evelyn Making Smiles Project. In addition to 
collecting toys for children with cancer, our organization raises funds to cover expenses that their families 
could not afford.

After running our nonprofit for four years, I knew I needed to increase my skills if I wanted to continue 
growing our impact. I had always dreamed of going to college, but I did not believe it was possible as a 
39-year-old mother. All that changed when I met a Donnelly admissions counselor while helping  
my oldest daughter explore college options. The counselor told me about Donnelly’s Business Leadership 
program, and I knew immediately that it was the right fit. 

I love what I am learning and all the support I receive from the faculty 
and staff. Because I had to stop working full-time when I enrolled, I am 
especially thankful for the two scholarships that are covering the bulk 
of my tuition and fees.

My family was so grateful for the financial and spiritual support we 
received during Evelyn’s illness, and now I am equally grateful for the 
many donors that support Donnelly’s mission. Whether you are a new 
or longtime supporter of Donnelly, please consider making a gift to 
help other Donnelly students realize their dreams. Your generosity will 
pay dividends in more ways than you can imagine!

Sincerely,  
Perla Grijalva ’26

ABOVE Perla attends class at Donnelly. (Accounting is her current 
favorite.) LEFT Perla celebrates Christmas with her family.

To help 
students 
like Perla 
realize their 
dreams, 
use the return envelope 
found in this issue 
of the Digest or visit 
donnelly.edu/give.



12  |  DONNELLY DIGEST

$855,000 RAISED 
FOR STUDENTS 
AND MISSION

ABOVE Alumnus Carlos Walker ‘01 gives a moving 
testimony about his life experiences and time at Donnelly. 
AT RIGHT, FROM TOP Donnelly student volunteers pose for a 
photo during the event’s social hour. Donnelly supporters 
join in the celebration on the dance floor. Event Chairs 
Herb and Lisa Sizemore celebrate with Monsignor 
Swetland after learning the fundraising goal was met. 
Student Sonia Rivas participates in the surprise flash mob.

12  |  DONNELLY DIGEST

On October 6, nearly 400 Donnelly supporters 
and donors gathered for the first in-person SHINE 
fundraiser and gala since 2019. Guests arrived at  
The Abbott event space for a social hour, one-hour 
program and after-party that included a surprise  
flash mob by staff and students. 
As Donnelly’s biggest fundraiser of the year,  
SHINE aims to share how the mission of the College 
is exemplified through the students, staff, alumni 
and supporters, all while emphasizing the financial 
needs of the College’s operations and affordability 
model. Notable highlights from this year included the 
induction of Dr. Bill Nicely ’85 and Dhuha Shareef ’09 
into the Alumni Hall of Fame and student spotlight 
speeches from current student Eny Mejia ’23 and 
alumnus Carlos Walker ’01. Both spotlight speakers 
shared how being Donnelly scholarship recipients has 
shaped their lives and given them hope for the future.
Donors and sponsors exceeded this year’s fundraising 
goal by over $100,000, raising a total of $855,000 
for student scholarships and the mission. 
Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann, D.D., Archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas and Donnelly 
board member, closed the evening in prayer, asking God, 
“To continue to bless this college and make it fruitful so 
more of our young adults can achieve their dreams.”  

For the SHINE 2022 sponsor list  
and to watch the live program, visit

DONNELLY.EDU/SHINE 
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“I enjoyed hearing the 
stories of former students 
who attended Donnelly and 
excelled in their professions. 
I also really loved dancing.” 

–Sonia Rivas

“I had a great experience 
at SHINE because being a 
student volunteer forced me 
to do something outside my 
comfort zone.” 

–Ezequiel Hernandez-Cruz

WINTER 2022   |   13
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
2021-2022 Academic Year

Monsignor Stuart Swetland

I  love coffee. One could say 
I am addicted to coffee. 

Currently, my favorite coffee 
mug is from the National 
Shrine of Blessed Francis 
Xavier Seelos and includes his 
quotation: “Every day holds a 
possibility of a miracle.”

Blessed Seelos is correct. 
Miracles happen ALL THE 
TIME. For example, every 
sacrament is a miracle of grace. 

Some miracles get special attention, like those associated 
with the canonization of a saint or those that help define 
an era or an institution. 

Archbishop Naumann called our recently completed  
new building and master plan “The Miracle on 18th 
Street.” I do not know if it was in fact a miracle, but who 
am I to argue with the Archbishop?

But even miracles need our cooperation; after all, 
grace builds on nature. Donnelly’s miracle was made 
possible by the skill and expertise of the contractors, 
architects and artisans who built our campus, as well as 
the tremendous generosity and support of our wonderful 
alumni and benefactors, the hard work of our faculty 
and staff and the enthusiastic support of the wider 
community. 

The transformation of our external campus is an 
outward sign of the transformational education and 
formation that occurs inside our beautiful buildings. 

Some recent highlights:
•	 Last year we graduated 100 students, including 

three graduates from our associate degree 
program at Lansing Correctional Facility.

•	 Nearly three-quarters of these graduates (71%) 
were first-generation college students.

•	 Fall enrollment grew for the third year in a row 
and our retention rates continue to improve. 

•	 Our nursing program was again recognized for 
exceeding the national average for licensure 
pass rates and we have been granted permission 
by the Kansas State Board of Nursing to 
expand our program capacity. 

•	 Four of our students were received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church last Easter.

•	 Our SHINE events continue to highlight the 
success of our students and alumni. Our 2022 
event raised $855,000 to support scholarships. 

Donnelly also continues to climb in the U.S. News & 
World Report Best Colleges rankings: 

•	 As of fall 2022, Donnelly was recognized as the 
most diverse college in the Midwest for the sixth 
straight year. 

•	 For the first time, Donnelly was ranked in the 
top thirty among Midwest regional colleges, 
finishing 28th overall and third among the  
12 Kansas colleges in our division. 

•	 Donnelly ranked in the top twenty for least debt 
at graduation (7th), economic diversity (12th) 
and social mobility of our graduates (18th).



Donnelly continues to receive other recognitions  
and awards:

•	 Our new campus was awarded two 
architectural awards: an Association 
of Builders and Contractors Heart of 
America Excellence in Construction 
Award and a Kansas City Business  
Journal Capstone Award.

•	 Donnelly was honored as the 2021 
Distinguished Catholic Organization at 
the Deo Gratias awards by the Catholic 
Foundation of Northeast Kansas.

•	 Donnelly was recognized as a  
“plank owner” for our support of  
the USS Kansas City and its crew.

God has been so good to us! We know that 
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who  
build it labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1).

Every day, we pray at Mass in gratitude for 
our students, faculty, staff, alumni, Board and 
benefactors. You have blessed us with your prayers, 
sacrifices and generous gifts. We could not serve 
those who might not otherwise be served if it  
were not for you. Every day, we attempt to live  
our values: to seek truth, build community and  
pursue excellence. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. May God 
“who has begun a good work in you…continue 
to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 1:6). D

Msgr. Stuart W. Swetland 
President
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EVERY DAY 
HOLDS A 

POSSIBILITY 
OF A 

MIRACLE.
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos
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FOR YOUR SUPPORT
GIFTS RECEIVED BETWEEN 7/1/21–6/30/22

$250,000+ 
Anonymous (2)
Archdiocese of Kansas City 

in Kansas
Marion and Henry Bloch 

Family Foundation
The Dehaemers Family 

Charitable Trust

$100,000+ 
Thomas R. Bettencourt 

Living Trust

$50,000+ 
H&R Block Foundation
Barbara and David 

Dehaemers
Hawk Family Foundation
Peter and Veronica Mallouk
Tom and Sharon McCullough
Frank and Margaret G. 

McGee Fund

The Richardson Educational 
Opportunities Trust

In Thanksgiving to Blessed 
Seelos Fund

Herb and Lisa Sizemore
The Sosland Foundation

$25,000+ 
Anonymous
Benedictine Sisters of 

Mount St. Scholastica
Forster–Powers  

Charitable Trust
Health Forward Foundation
Dr. Judy Hemberger
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Matteuzzi Family Fund
The McGee Foundation
Dr. Valerie Miké
Newcomer Family 

Foundation
Westerman Foundation

$10,000+ 
909 Properties
Dr. Paul and Karen Camarata
Constance M. Cooper 

Charitable Foundation
The Ronald D. Deffenbaugh 

Foundation
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Terrence and Peggy Dunn
William Jr. and  

Marianne Dunn
Excel Constructors
Teodoro Jr. ’93 and  

Leticia Garcia
Geico
David-Luke Henton and 

Timothy Kruse ’75
R. A. Long Foundation
Loretto Foundation
Michael Matteuzzi
Robert E. Miller Group

Oppenstein Brothers 
Foundation–Commerce 
Bank, Trustee

R and C Charitable 
Foundation

Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland 
Charitable Trust

John J. Sullivan, Jr. 
Charitable Trust

Ken and Diane Williams

$5,000+ 
Robert and Donna Berry
James Boldt and Kathleen 

O’Malley Boldt
Richard and Trudy Boynton
Breidenthal Snyder 

Foundation
Burns & McDonnell
Michael and Kaye Cillessen
Kevin A. Dunn Charitable 

Foundation

DONORROLL
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Kevin Dunn
Richard Jr. and Laura 

Flanigan
Drs. Kenneth Gibson and 

Jackie Snyder
Michael and Marlys Haverty
Joan Horan
Eugene Kalwei
Ewing Marion Kauffman 

Foundation
Kevin ’72 and Patricia Keefer
Mark and Patricia Lester
Irven E. and Nevada P. 

Linscomb Foundation
MC Realty Group, LLC
Pat and Melodi McAnany
Nelson and Marcia 

Newcomer
Kenneth J. and Mary Clover 

Obrzut
Prairie Band Potawatomi 

Nation
Promise of Learning 

Foundation
Kevin and Janette Rhoades
Security Bank of Kansas City
Sisters of Charity of 

Leavenworth
Robert and Louise Tritt
Lawrence ’56 and Joan Ward
Ira K. Witschner Charitable 

Trust
Wyandotte Community 

Coalition Foundation

$2,500+ 
Dr. Charles and Grace Barth
Paul and Kathy Bastasch
Daniel Braum ’71
Faye Walker Family 

Foundation
Gary and Susan Friedrichsen
Dr. Dean and Aleta Hubbard
Paul and Karen Jones
Donald and Diane Lueger
Mary Elizabeth Martin 

Scholarship Trust,  
US Bank N.A. Trustee

Lucie Jane Desloge McAnany 
Scholarship Fund

Most Rev. Joseph F. 
Naumann, D.D.

Joe and Kelly Privitera
Ray and Kathy Remijio

$1,000+ 
Anonymous
David Aull

M. Jason and Stacia Banks
Bob Bartunek
Dr. Tory and Elizabeth 

Baucum
Mario and Laura Brancato
Joseph and Laura Chillo, Jr.
Church of the Ascension
Church of the Nativity
Compass Group
Country Club Bank
Darcy Cruse
Jim and Kelly Donnelly
Linda Eremita
Nancy Fansher
FORVIS
Francis Family Foundation
Tim Gaigals
Luis and Kristin Garcia
Jeanette Gengler
Tammy Gentry
Steve and Jacquelyn Gering
Tim and Judy Gerstner
John and Teresa Gillcrist
Bob Graham
Greater Kansas City 

Chamber of Commerce
Daniel and Patricia ’72 

Haake
Donald Hall, Sr.
Will L. Harris
Mark and Abby Henke
Rich and Sheila Henry
David and Dianne Jones
KCK African American 

History Committee
Robert and Jeanne ’61 

Kobler
James and Dunrie Lewis
Denise Madden-Jurden
Maureen Mahoney and  

Hon. Daniel Crabtree
Jose Marquez ’17, ’19
James and Rebecca Merwald
Larry ’61 and Mary ’63 Meyers
Gordan and Mary Moffitt
Michael and Julie Morrand
David and Kristina Mulvany
Gloria Murray
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Michael and Jane Norris
Diane and Robert O’Byrne
Bobbie O’Malley
James and Janice Owens
Kevin and Barb Petracek
Anne and Scott Powell
David and Victoria Prather
Phil and Terry Punswick
Craig ’70 and Dianne Ratkey

Joseph and Amy Reardon
Dr. Charles M. Renne ’53
Loretta Ross ’59
Gregory Shondell
Paul and Kathleen Sinclair
Scott and Denise Slabotsky
Steve and Elizabeth Smith
St. Michael the Archangel
St. Paul Catholic Church
Mike and Sandee Supple
Chris and Dawnia Talarico
Judith Van Rest ’66 †
Scott and Anabella 

Wasserman
Henry E. Wurst Family 

Foundation
Nestor and Maria Zuluaga

$500+ 
Anonymous
Ronald Bonesteel
Bill and Marta Buser
Jim Callowich ’64
Dr. Gene Chavez, Ed.D.
Drs. Paula and Cyrus 

Console-Şoican
Jerry and Helen ’60 Cooke
Michael and Nancy Czinege
Richard and Cindy Dickason
David and Joyce Didde
Jerry Donnelly
Patrick and Meredith Doyle
Jay and Margie Dunlap
Michael and Julie Egan
Ron and Catherine ’72 

Foster
Phillip and Angela French
Harry and Becky Gibson
Jeanne Gorman
Nancy Gremli
Knights of Columbus 

Charities Aid Foundation
Kansas Independent College 

Foundation
Matt and Lori Keenan
Jacqueline Kindred
Todd Kinney ’18
Richard M. and Karin 

Kinzalow
Edward ’71 and Deborah 

Lewis
Nicholas and Patti Manning
Michael J. McGrath ’64
McLiney and Company
Dr. James F. Mersmann ’62
Maynard Moore
Dr. William ’85 and  

Joan Nicely

Richard and Joy Pace
Franklin and Janice ’63 

Parker
Michael and Mary 

Partington
Prier Charitable Foundation
Kevin and Jennie Punswick
James Ramel
Zara Razzaki
Maureen Sanders
Dr. Franklin and Mary 

Scamman
Seigfreid Bingham, P.C.
Steve and Mary Beth Smith
Father Michael Stechmann, 

O.A.R. ’73
James and Janice Steinlage
Anthony and Lisa Stoothoff
John and Lois Tiszka

$250+
Catherine A. Audley ’62
Bishop Ward High School
Thomas and Jody Boeding
Delvecchio Burkett
Conception Abbey
Rachel A. Cruz
Patricia Dickinson
Suzanne Dulle
Richard Esvang
Gerard ’05 and Michelle Garcia
Roger Herting
Michael and Virginia Hill
Therese Horvat ’68
Marcy and Charles Kincaid
Edward ’59 and Angie Kratty
Tom Lambertz
Karen Lombardi
Chuck and Wendy 

Maggiorotto
Martha T. Marin ’67
Comm. Brian ’76 and  

Patricia ’75 McKiernan
Josef ’58 and Jo-Anne Meditz
Father Mark Mertes
Metropolitan Community 

College
James and Winnie ’62 Nass
Steve ’59 and Marcia Nicely
William ’61 and Kathleen ’61 

Reardon
Luis Rodriguez ’07
Susan F. Ryan
Antonio Soave
Wyandotte County Distict 

Attorney’s Office



$100+ 
Anonymous
Heidi and Matthew  

Anderson
Ronald and Dierdre Baker
Bernard Barry
DeAnn Trowbridge  

Bartkoski ’69
Loretta A. Bates
Gojko Bjelobrk ’04
Colleen Boeding
Marcia Delich Braun ’63
Elizabeth Brennan
Emily Buckley
Stephen F. Burger ’74
Denis ’60 and Donna 

Callaghan
Patricia C. Callaghan ’59
Mary Carrington-Harris
Michael ’58 and Susan ’62 

Carroll
Kevin Connor
Patrick and Rosemarie Crilly
Joan D’Agostino
Larry Daniels
Richard ’51 and Helen 

Deitchman
Geraldine Donnelly
Craig and Jenny Doty
Bernard Downing ’69
Mary Dulle
Teresa Duma ’60
Joseph and Judith ’63 Evans

James J. Farrell
Dr. John Foret
Frank ’68 and Linda Franko
James and Norlen Gador
Victoria Gholar
John Gioia
Alan Lubert and Suzanne 

Gladney
Dr. Kelly and Lisa Grosdidier
Cathy Harding
Matthew and Kathleen 

Hartigan
Rod Shriwise and Kathy Hintz
Jordan Hobson
Michael Hobson
Mary Hoytal
Father Peter Jaramillo, SSA ’75
Jeffrey and Bernadette 

Kaplan
Christopher Kennedy
Harry Kitchener
Dr. David Kraft
Michelle Leoni
Marilyn Long
Dr. Darren and Janet Lovick
Wilonda Lowe
Jason and Melissa Lyons
Joanne Manning-Mergen
James McDonald
Peter ’75 and Cheryl 

McDonald
Joseph ’59 and Sharon 

McKinney

Dan and Laura McKnight
Carla Mills
Kevin Mills
Leo Mills ’55
Brian and Gretchen Moffet
Father Dan Morris
Ivana Morris
John and Joan Muehlberger
Peggy L. Neal
Thanh Nguyen
Thomas Noud ’55
Carolyn Novy
Sheryl O`Shea
William Pallett
Suzanne Peck
Dr. Mary Pflanz
Pat and Jack Polise
William and Catherine 

Powers
Ed ’58 and Madelyn ’59 

Regan
Father John Riley
Adrion and Vicky Roberson
Kristine and Lynn Rogers
Margaret R. Roos ’59
John+ and Patricia Rush
John M. Ryan ’58
Jerre and Mark Sardou
John L. Schneider ’82
Dhuha Shareef ’09 and  

Khalid Al Shaikhli
Christine Sheffler
Sunday Siragusa

Paul L. Spaeth ’65
Frederick Steiner
Ralph and Melba Stockhausen
Don and Robin Sumple
Gregory and Suzan Svoboda
Robert J. Swoboda ’56
Yvonne Telep
Libby Turner ’20
Ed Varhola
Alan G. Vitt ’82
Robert J. Vohs ’59
Kelly Vowels
Marilyn ’68 and Gregory 

Vranicar
JoAnn Wardein
Joseph and Susan Wheeler
Paula G. Willett
Diana Wilson
Elaine Wright ’82
Joseph Wurtz
Kent T. Zeller ’68

$1+ 
Anonymous
Maureen Allison
Hon. David and  

Ann Marie Alvey
Daisy Armstrong
Kimberly Armstrong
Trayci Armstrong-Anderson
Brittany Backes
Margaret  Barlow ’68
Dr. Charles and Grace Barth

Anonymous (3)
Archdiocese of Kansas City  

in Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of  

Mount St. Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt  

Living Trust
Marion and Henry Bloch  

Family Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
Willard J. & Mary G.  

Breidenthal Foundation
Central Bank of Kansas City –  

New Markets Tax Credits

The Dehaemers Family 
Charitable Trust

DST Systems, Inc.
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
William Jr. and Marianne Dunn
Richard Jr. and Laura Flanigan
Forster – Powers Charitable 

Trust
Francis Family Foundation
Gateway to College National 

Network
Goppert Foundation
Health Forward Foundation

Kansas Independent College 
Foundation

George and Marian LaHood
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee 

Foundation
The McGee Foundation
Frank and Margaret G.  

McGee Fund
William G. McGowan  

Charitable Fund, Inc.
Philomena Muntzel Estate
Oppenstein Brothers 

Foundation – Commerce 
Bank, Trustee

The Richardson Educational  
Opportunities Trust

In Thanksgiving to Blessed 
Seelos Fund

Sisters of Charity of 
Leavenworth

The Sosland Foundation
John W. & Effie E. Speas 

Memorial Trust, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

The Sunderland Foundation
Rose Teicher Estate
Helen K. Trant Estate
Westerman Foundation

LIFETIME SOCIETY
The Lifetime Society honors donors who have generously contributed more than $250,000 over their history of giving  
to Donnelly College.
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Don and Anne Belinger
Barbara Berg
Roger Jr. and Laura Berg
James ’71 and Mary Blaise
Thomas Blake
Jacque Bommarito
Carmen Brocks
Donald Burdolski ’68
Janeal Cabbage
John and Nancy Calvano
Mary Ann Carr ’68
Howard Carter
Reverend Tony Carter
Thomas B. Casebeer ’74
Ron Common
David Conaghan
CM Craft
Hazel Davis
Vincent Davis
Dorothy Donovan
Breonna Dunigans
Vernon and Carla Eskridge
Jocelyn Gaitan
Pamela Garvin
Joe and Kathryn Gauer
Jerome and Vicki Gorman
Linus ’57 † and Margaret 

Ann Goth
Florence Green
Sue A. Grosdidier ’74
Tausha Hall
David A. Harrington ’83
Robin Harris

Juliet Her ’22
Shawn and Lynn Hire
Kim Hollinshed
Kathy Howe
Emma Jackson
Terri Johnson
Brenda Jones
Thomas and Donna 

Kellerman
Cynthia Klein
William and Colleen Kolich
David ’74 and Sophia Kovac
Anne  Lacey ’54
Donald Leapheart
Ronald Leapheart
Dr. Charles ’72 and  

Anita Lenoir
Amy Lepp
Rochelle Little
Duncan and Margaret ’67 

Long
Joua Lor ’20
Bernard Love
Chonita Madison
Rosa M. Madrigal ’77
Sharon Manning
Isaac Marks
Sandra Mason ’78
Bernetta C. McKindra ’75
Michael Megaris
Lawrence C. Mikesic ’77
David and Virginia Miller
John Mills

Mike Miranda
Thomas F. Modrcin ’57
Gretchen and Brian Moffet
Edgar ’92 and Avis ’88 

Moore
Lydia Morrow
Donald Mulik
Magdalena Mumphrey ’09
Rita Myer
Marlyn Nevels
Darcy Oetting
Dennis and Vilma O’Neil
Tom+ and Angie Pieper
Fatima Ramirez  ’17, ’22
Ricky Randle
Daniel ’58 and Loretta 

Rebeck
Debra Reifschneider
Dr. Doug and Joanna Rivard
Warren and Chana Robinson
Larry ’71 and Linda 

Rodriguez
Sarah Rodriguez
Magali Rojas ’15, ’18
Caleb and Erika Rothacher
Kimberly Sadowski
Joseph A. Schleicher ’66
Charles Schlitter
Father George A. Seuferling
Wen Li-Shu ’97 and  

Kaori Fujii ’99
Anthony Simmons
Charmaine Smith

Dr. John and Bernadette 
Soptick

Zayra and Everett Soto
Calvin and Mary Jane ’67 

Spradley
Gregory and Lee 

Stephenson
Rita and Steve Stollman
Joan A. Stoothoff
Elizabeth Strother
Linda Sutton
Ashlyn and Keith Talamor
Olivia Threatt
Nick A. Tomasic
Leslie Ulloa-Mora
Celso Vale ’90
Robert ’61 and Priscilla ’61 

Vesel
Stanley Walker
James and Barbara Weaver
Anthony Williams
Michael Williams
Jason Wolf
Donald ’56 and Mary ’67 

Wolf
Patrick Wood
Clinton Wynn
Amanda Yang
Mary Zeller
Tony and Barbara 

Zimmerman

Donnelly College

society

The Legacy Society recognizes all donors who have included Donnelly College in their estate plans. 
Have you thought about including Donnelly in your estate plans? Donnelly would be honored  
to assist you and share estate planning tools. For more information, contact Emily Buckley at 
ebuckley@donnelly.edu or 913.621.8731.

Anonymous (2)
Ann T. Armbruster †

Olive Ann Beech †

Roger Berg, Jr.
Father Thomas R. Bettencourt †

Emily Buckley
Clarence Bukaty †

John N. Caldwell ’75 †

Mayme † & Anthony † D’Agostino
Tom Daly †

Edith † & Harry Darby †

Father Ray Davern †

Richard L. Day ’57 †

Nancy Fansher
Dr. Hubert M. Floersch †

Beatrice Glynn †

Clarence H. Goppert †

George H. Gray †

Marian E. Haveker †

Hardy † & Frances † Hay
Father Michael P. Hermes
John † & Dorothy † ’65 Hirsch
John Horan †

Ernest L. Johnson, Jr. ’62

Timothy Kruse ’75
David J. Lipp ’62 †

Edwin † & Helen † McAnany
Lucie J. D. McAnany † 

Margaret McCarthy †

Lawrence ’73 & Linda McGurn
Philomena Muntzel †

Peggy L. Neal
Kenneth J. & Mary Clover Obrzut
James & Janice Owens
Robert Pemberton †

Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce

Steven R. Riedel ’79 †

Zoe Ryan †

Vivian J. Sosland †

Richard Spann †

Charles M. Sugar †

Rozella K. C. Swisher †

Rose Teicher †

Helen K. Trant †

Gloria Vusich ’67 †

Adeline J. Walton †

† denotes deceased members
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DONNELLYFAMILY

IN MEMORIAM
Remembering those who have 
recently passed away:

Alumni
Suzanne Lenahan ‘62
Rose Clifford ‘56
Curtis McClain ‘07

Former Faculty
Sister Peter Perry

SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS WITH US! 
Email marketing@donnelly.edu or visit donnelly.edu/alumni

STAFF NOTES
2021–2022 Staff Awards:
•	 Dhuha Shareef 

Faculty Member of the Year
•	 Laura McKnight 

Staff Member of the Year
•	 Rafah Albayaty 

Adjunct Instructor of the Year
•	 Nursing 

Department of the Year
•	 Joe Multhauf 

Catholic Social Justice Award

Stephani Berry, Director of Financial 
Aid, attended the National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators annual 
conference in Austin, TX this summer.

Breonna Dunigans, Marketing and Digital 
Media Coordinator, attended the Kansas 
Independent College Association’s (KICA) 
annual Advancement, Alumni and Marketing 
conference this summer.

Patrick Owens, Assistant Professor of 
English, delivered a lecture at Colgate 
University in New York titled “Romantic 
Zombies: The Afterlife of Dead Languages.”

Dr. Mary Pflanz, Assistant Vice President 
of Student Affairs, completed a year-long 
program with the KICA Aspiring Campus 
Leadership Academy.

Lisa Stoothoff, Chief Operating Officer 
and Dean of the College, presented “Healing 
Through Restorative Justice: Mission 
Possible” at the Association of Student Affairs 
at Catholic Colleges and Universities’ annual 
conference this summer.

Aaron Williams, Campus Minister, 
published a review of Dr. Keith Lemna’s  
“The Apocalypse of Wisdom” in the 
theological journal Nova et Vetera this fall.

Students Amina Abdi and Cecilia Lozano Parra participate in Donnelly’s 2022 Day of Service.

mailto:marketing@donnelly.edu
www.donnelly.edu/alumni
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DONNELLY COLLEGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairperson
M. Jason Banks

Nestor Zuluaga
(Former Chair)

Robert R. Bartunek 
Rita Burnett, DDS
Vincent Cascone, EdD
Brennan Crawford ’02 
Darcy Cruse
Rachel Cruz, CPA 
Guadalupe Dean 
Andres Dominguez ’79 
William H. Dunn, Jr. 

Sister Esther Fangman, OSB 
Mike Fenske, PE 
Richard J. Flanigan, Jr. 
Luis Garcia 
Sheri Gonzales
Judy Hemberger, PhD
Karen Jones 
David Kissick 
Maureen Mahoney 
Father Augustin Martinez 
Matt Miller 
Sister Mary Teresa  

Morris, OSB, RN ’74

Maurice Moss
David Mulvany 
Most Rev. Joseph F.  

Naumann, D.D. 
Lisa Parker 
Joseph Privitera 
Joe Reardon 
Father John Riley 
Sister Anne Shepard, OSB 
Paul Sinclair 
Herb Sizemore

 DIGEST EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor 
Michaela Remijio 
Director of Marketing &  
Communications 
mremijio@donnelly.edu

Magazine Design
Kathryn Gauer 
Graphic Designer
kathryn.gauer@gmail.com

Editorial Assistants
Roger Berg, Jr. 
Donor Relations  
Database Manager

Matt Boland 
Enrollment Marketing 
Specialist

Emily Buckley 
Vice President of  
Advancement

Breonna Dunigans 
Marketing and Digital  
Media Coordinator

Erica Lipp 
Annual Fund Coordinator

Laura McKnight 
Grants Manager

Erika Rothacher 
Annual Fund Officer



UPCOMING  
EVENTS
#1Day4Donnelly Giving Event 
Wednesday, March 1

Guest Speaker Zena Hitz 
Author of Lost in Thought, Donnelly’s  
2022–23 Common Read selection 
Thursday, March 9

Commencement 2023 
Saturday, May 13

SHINE 2023 
Thursday, October 5

Donnelly  
College
608 North 18th Street
Kansas City, KS 66102
(913) 621-8700
www.donnelly.edu

Do you know Donnelly 
alumni who exemplify 
the mission?
Nominate them for 
Donnelly’s Alumni Hall of 
Fame! Selected nominees 
will be inducted and 
celebrated at SHINE 2023. 

Scan the QR  
code or visit  
donnelly.edu/ahof

Dr. Bill Nicely ‘85 accepts his Alumni Hall of Fame award at SHINE 2022.

www.donnelly.edu

