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“When I first started attending 
Donnelly, I was very excited to begin 
studying because I had never been 
given the support that Donnelly 
was giving me. My time here has 
been great because of the help they 
have offered me in scholarships, 
teacher support and friendships. 
Thanks to Donnelly’s overwhelming 
support, I have had great success 
in maintaining a 4.0 GPA. I made a 
great choice in choosing Donnelly –  
I can now achieve my goals sooner!”

Pedram K. 
Donnelly student
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BE STILL LIKE WATER 
Playwright and Kansas City, Kansas, 
native Lewis Morrow performed a reading 
of his latest stage play, “Be Still Like 
Water,” for the Donnelly community on 
Oct. 18. Morrow, and the four actors who 
accompanied him to perform, told the 
story of two veterans returning home and 
attempting to adjust to life after being held 
captive as prisoners of war for five years.

After the reading, Morrow answered 
questions about the process of playwriting, 
career aspirations and how he writes for 
characters not like him, such as a woman. 
One question asked how this specific 
play came to be. Morrow initially wrote 
the piece as a ten-minute submission for 
a national playwriting contest. As one of 
only eight winners nationally, Morrow was 
selected to produce the show in Las Vegas. 
After the initial production, he returned to 
Kansas City where he developed the play 

into a 60-minute play for the Fringe Festival, 
a local performing and visual arts festival. 
Currently, Morrow is looking for additional 
locations to stage the production. Finally, 
Morrow encouraged students to embrace 

theatre as an important and wonderful art 
form that should be explored as often as 
possible. Learn more about Lewis Morrow 
and his plays at: https://newplayexchange.
org/users/6603/lewis-morrow.

DONNELLY STUDENTS TRAVEL TO COSTA RICA 

Two Donnelly students and a Donnelly 
faculty member will be traveling to San Jose, 
Costa Rica, January 2-13, 2019 as part of a 
travel writing-focused course offered through 
the University of Kansas Honors Program. 

“I look forward to exploring Costa Rica 
with two of our Donnelly students,” said 
Paula Console-Șoican, assistant professor of 
English. “We will be traveling, taking notes 
and reading. These are three of my favorite 

things to do – I usually do them with 
my writer husband and my two children, 
and now I get to do them with two of my 
favorite students.”

According to the KU study abroad 
webpage, this Spring 2019 course and 
overseas 12-day program offers students 
the opportunity to investigate a variety 
of current issues in Costa Rican politics, 
culture, ecology, and tourism through 

lectures, field trips to sites of interest and 
individual research projects.

“My students have already learned about the 
history and genre of travel writing, which 
is a core component of this study abroad 
opportunity,” Console-Șoican said. “They 
have also examined the interdisciplinary range 
of the genre from botanical classification 
and cartography to adventure account and 
personal reflection. Next, I hope they will 
study everything from urban culture to 
ecotourism as they get to know Costa Rica.” 

The program itinerary includes site visits 
to Monteverde Cloud Forest, Manuel 
Antonio National Park, Irazu Volcano, 
Hacienda Orosi hot springs, and a variety 
of museums and national landmarks.

Upon return, the Donnelly students will 
complete coursework through KU under 
the guidance of Console-Șoican. 

“They will be reading, writing, and 
working on research assignments relevant 
to both travel writing and Costa Rica,” 
she said. “There is a final project that will 
combine the two aspects of the course and 
students will present in the spring both at 
KU and at Donnelly.” 

ON CAMPUS

Lewis Morrow, right, a Kansas City, Kansas native and playwright, performed a read-through of his play, “Be Like Water” 
with his cast on campus Oct. 18 for Donnelly students, faculty and staff. 

Donnelly students Elizabeth Turner (left) and Natasha Banks (right) pose outside a case displaying Costa Rican artifacts in 
Lippincott Hall at the University of Kansas. Photo credit: Paula Console-Soican. 
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DONNELLY NAMED MOST DIVERSE 
COLLEGE IN MIDWEST FOR SECOND  
YEAR IN A ROW 
For the second year in a row, Donnelly 
College has been named the most diverse 
college in the Midwest by U.S. News & 
World Report. 

U.S. News & World Report annually ranks 
colleges and universities on campus ethnic 
diversity. Donnelly attained a diversity 
index of 0.71. The closer the number 
is to 1, the more diverse the student 
population. For the 2016-2017 academic 
year, Donnelly’s student body was 83% 
students of color. More recently, the 2018 
graduating class consisted of 79% students 
of color and included 77% first-generation 
college students. 

“We are very happy to receive again this 
national recognition highlighting one of 
our strongest assets – our diverse student 
body,” stated Donnelly College President 
Monsignor Stuart Swetland. “Students 
come to Donnelly for many reasons – 
our affordability, our urban location, 
our nurturing campus environment, 
and especially our academic programs. 
However, decade after decade, students tell 
us that student diversity is a top factor that 
helps them find success here.

It is rare to find a college that has a majority 
of minority students, especially in this 
region. As a Catholic college, we believe 

in the innate dignity and worth of each 
person, and that is something we strive to 
make tangible to our students each day 
in their campus experience. We know 
our students find comfort, security and 
confidence in that.”

Donnelly’s classification reflects the 
college’s status as the region’s only federally-
designated Minority-Serving Institution 
and Hispanic-Serving Institution. The 
diversity found at Donnelly represents the 
institution’s commitment to serving the 
urban core since its founding in 1949. 

Of the top ten most diverse colleges in the 
Midwest, six institutions are in the state of 
Kansas. The full list can be found at  
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/
rankings/regional-colleges-midwest/
campus-ethnic-diversity.

DONUTS WITH THE DEAN
Donnelly students had the opportunity on 
Oct. 26 to meet with Lisa Stoothoff, acting 
vice president of academic and student 
affairs/ dean of the college, to talk about 
how their fall semester has been going, 
classes they enjoy, where they like to study 
and any questions about the college. 

“I wanted students to know that they could 
reach out and speak to me at any time about 
their experiences here at Donnelly College,” 

Stoothoff said. “Too often, I only meet 
students when there is an issue to be resolved.” 

In an effort to continue to be approachable 
for students, Stoothoff plans to host more 
events like this in the future. 

“While I walk the halls and attend student 
events every week, I would like to hold 
similar, informal meetings with students 
so they feel comfortable with approaching 
administration with their ideas,” she said. 

ON CAMPUS

THEOLOGIAN TO 
SPEAK ON CAMPUS 
As part of a grant through the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, Sr. Susan 
Wood, SCL, Ph.D., a Sister of Charity 
of Leavenworth, Kansas and professor of 
systematic theology in the Department of 
Theology at Marquette University, will  
offer two talks on campus, one for  
students and one for the public. 

Dr. Wood teaches courses on ecclesiology, 
Henri de Lubac, the nouvelle théologie, 
ecumenism, and sacramental theology, as 
well as more general courses in systematic 
theology. She is an associate editor of Pro 
Ecclesia and serves on the editorial advisory 
board of the journal Ecclesiology. Most of her 
writing explores the connections between 
ecclesiology and sacramental theology. 

Dr. Wood will offer a free public talk on 
April 4, 7:00 p.m. in the Donnelly College 
Event Center. 

Photo credit: www.saintjohnsbible.org
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WANT TO SEE WHAT IS GOING ON RIGHT NOW?
www.donnelly.edu/socialmediaON CAMPUS

1 Art instructor Kate Horvat hosted a ‘Leave Your Mark’ event on Aug. 23 for students to collaborate on an art project using hand-made stencils.  2 Students, faculty and staff celebrated 
Convocation Day with Archbishop Naumann on Thursday, Sept. 13. Festivities included an academic charge from the president, procession to St. Peter’s Cathedral and a picnic lunch.   
3 Donnelly student Jocelyn SanMartin shows off her favorite Donnelly t-shirt in the new Spirit Store.  4 MainStream Coalition and KCUR 89.3 appeared on campus for Donnelly’s celebration 
of Constitution Day. Voter to Voter representative, Lindsay Behgam, gave a presentation to Donnelly students regarding voter awareness.  5 Donnelly students participated in a STEM 
Design Challenge on Thursday as part of the STEM Fitness Program.  6 Donnelly’s annual Multicultural Festival, hosted on Oct. 12, celebrated the rich diversity of the college’s student body.  
7 Donnelly student Anett Amaya and alumna Alejandra Valles ‘18 spoke on a panel of “Immigrants and Refugees – Who They Are and Where They Stand” at the Benedictine Sisters of Mount 
St. Scholastica in Atchison, Ks.
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ON CAMPUS

8 Donnelly student Jose Marquez participated in the Research Immersion: Pathways to STEM eight-week, summer at Kansas State University.  9 Students were treated to a Thanksgiving 
meal prepared and served by staff and faculty on Nov. 15.  10 President Monsignor Stuart Swetland accepts the gift of a Yamaha baby grand piano from Donnelly alums Ed ’58 and Madelyn 
’59 Regan.  11 Meteorologist Laura Lockwood, director of operation for Weatherology, discussed severe weather, the accuracy of predictions and careers available in the weather field.  12 
Donnelly students toured Unbound as part of a fall semester service learning project.  13 This fall, two miniature therapy horses, Charlotte and Slider comforted students, faculty and staff 
during Donnelly’s flu shot clinic.  14 The American Red Cross held a community blood drive at Donnelly on Oct. 24.  15 Donnelly students, faculty and staff celebrated Hispanic Heritage with 
local guest speakers and poets, Jessica Ayala and Huascar Medina.
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BILL REARDON ʼ61
INDUCTED IN 2018

“Each of the colleges I attended provided me 
with a high-quality education that prepared 
me for both of my careers. Donnelly, however, 
instilled in me something of far greater 
importance — the value of community and 
public service. This epiphany was more than 
career-enhancing, it was life-altering.”

This page, clockwise from upper left: Sister Connie 
Kristolic ’64 (’10), Janice Parker ’63 (’16), Bill Reardon 
’61 (’18), Ted Garcia ’93 (’12), George Breidenthal ’69 
(’17), Judge Thomas Clark ’58 (’10)

When the Benedictine Sisters of Mount 
St. Scholastica joined forces with the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas to 
establish Donnelly College in 1949, the 
vision of having a Catholic college in the 
urban core of Kansas City was about much 
more than providing an affordable higher 
education option to those who wanted 
one. The founders also wanted the college 
to serve as an institution that promotes 
personal development and transformation –  
impacting the economic trajectory of 

families and creating a strong educational 
foundation for the broader community. 
Most importantly, the leaders wanted all 
students who attended Donnelly to form 
a set of values they would take with them 
throughout their lives. 

Each graduate of Donnelly College has 
forged their own path in life, creating their 
own life story. The Donnelly College 

Alumni Hall of Fame was established 
in 2010 to help tell those stories by 
recognizing individuals, living and 
deceased, who have served the community 
in a variety of ways, while upholding 
the mission, honor and values of their 
alma mater. During the past eight years, 
Donnelly College has inducted 38 alumni 
into the Hall of Fame. 

IT ALL STARTED AT 
DONNELLY
SPOTLIGHT
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PAT CALLAGHAN ʼ59
INDUCTED IN 2012

“When I first attended Donnelly, the Benedictine Sisters 
welcomed me, accepted me unconditionally and helped 
me see myself through their eyes. It affirmed my self-
worth and made a lifetime impression.”

LUCY SAUNDERS ʼ68
INDUCTED IN 2016

“I loved Donnelly because of the 
way that the instructors taught 
the classes with the needs of 
the students in mind. One of 
the reasons I chose to come to 
Donnelly was because of the 
Christian-influenced setting.”

DIANE HENTGES ʼ66
INDUCTED IN 2015 

“Donnelly was the foundation for the 
formal higher education that was to follow. 
The Benedictine influence was strong and 
Donnelly challenged me to achieve through 
the coursework and nurtured me to be 
prayerful and Christ-like in my daily life.” 

This page, clockwise from upper left: Carmen 
Rodriguez ’53 (’11), Diane Hentges ’66 (’15), Patricia 
Antonopoulos ’58 (’13), Ed Dwight ’51 (’11), Lucy 
Saunders ’68 (’16), John Mendez ’74 (’10), Steve 
Nicely ’59 (’14), Pat Callaghan ’59 (’12), Anita Dixon 
’84 (’14), Father Dennis Wait ’66 (’10)
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AHMED 
AWAD ʼ84
INDUCTED IN 2017

“My Donnelly 
professors helped me 
to learn English and 
to become familiar 
with American 
culture through the 
various gatherings 
they arranged. The 
friendships that I 
formed are some of 
my fondest Donnelly 
memories.”

REV. DESMOND LAMB ʼ00
INDUCTED IN 2018

“Donnelly College played a huge part in getting me where 
I am today. If it wasn’t for Donnelly I would have never 
returned to the college classroom as a student. I am now in 
my fifth year as an adjunct instructor for the school that gave 
me a second chance at life. I love Donnelly and I hope to 
continue to give back to this wonderful place that has given 
me priceless opportunities and gifts. Donnelly is a place that 
values diversity and disrespects no one regardless of creed, 
culture, religion or race.” 

FATHER PETER 
JARAMILLO ʼ75
INDUCTED IN 2015

“The light of Donnelly 
College shines brightly as a 
beacon to ordinary people 
who have potential to excel 
in extraordinary ways. 
Anchored by Christian 
core values and Catholic 
beliefs, Donnelly offers an 
abundance of opportunities 
to grow in self-confidence.” 

This page, clockwise from upper left: Father Peter Jaramillo 
’75 (’15), Lonnie Scott ’75 (’15), Steve Modrcin ’74 (’14), Frank 
Horvat ‘52 (‘12), Andres Dominguez ’79 (’13), Dr. John Romito 
’66 (’16), Susan Carroll ’62 (’11), Rev. Desmond Lamb ’00 (’18), 
Phil Doherty ’62 (’15), Steve McCue ’68 (’15), Sister Diana Seago 
’69 (’14), Ahmed Awad ’84 (’17)
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LARRY WARD ʼ56
INDUCTED IN 2013

“Donnelly offers the same 
value to young people today 
that it provided me in the 
1950s. It’s reasonably priced 
and the dedicated staff and 
faculty enable students to get 
a strong start in college.” 

JONATHON WESTBROOK ʼ07, ʼ13
INDUCTED IN 2016

“The teachers and staff at Donnelly were instrumental  
in instilling the desire and passion to serve my 
community. The essentials of leadership were taught  
and modeled, and through those examples, my passion 
for family, community and God have matured and 
continue to grow.” LIZA RODRIGUEZ ʼ01

INDUCTED IN 2017

“Donnelly helped me grow and be proud 
of who I am and where I come from. 
It also prepared me for the academic 
challenges and the commitment required 
to succeed as I moved forward with my 
professional goals.”

This page, clockwise from upper left: Delia Hernandez ’84 
(’10), Don Wolf ’56 (’ 12), Dan Braum ’71 (’14), Larry Ward ’56 
(’13), Kevin Keefer ‘72 (‘12), Gene Burdolski ’70 (’11), Jonathon 
Westbrook '07, '13 ('16), Albert Roos ’63 (’10), Marcia Braun 
’63 (’13), Liza Rodriguez ’01 (’17)

TO NOMINATE AN ALUM
If you know an alum who has demonstrated actions  
that express the spirit and mission of Donnelly College,  
visit www.donnelly.edu/hall-of-fame to nominate 
them for the Hall of Fame. Contact Lauren Park with 
questions at lpark@donnelly.edu or (913) 621-8757

LEARN MORE ABOUT ALL OF THE 
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
at www.donnelly.edu/hall-of-fame
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DONNELLY RECEIVES $1 MILLION CHALLENGE GRANT  
FROM J.E. AND L.E. MABEE FOUNDATION 
In October 2018, the J.E. and L.E. Mabee Foundation of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma awarded Donnelly College a $1 million challenge grant 
to support Phase III of our Transformations campus master plan. 
The Mabee Foundation has supported Donnelly College in several 
previous campus renovation projects, but this is the largest gift 
Donnelly has ever received from the Foundation. 

In Phase III, Donnelly will build a new 72,000-square-foot main 
academic building, replace the parking lot, and create green space 
and a campus quad. The new building will be the first academic 
building ever designed and built for Donnelly College. 

The Mabee Foundation issues their grants as “challenge grants,” 
and Donnelly must complete remaining project fundraising, 
totaling $10 million, within one year to receive the funds. 

“We are thrilled and honored with this grant,” said Monsignor 
Stuart Swetland, president. “The Mabee Foundation has affirmed 
just how important the mission of Donnelly College is to this 
community. This pledge also brings additional momentum and 
an important fundraising deadline for Phase III—the most 
comprehensive and ambitious phase of the plan.” 

The Transformations plan calls for three phases of improvements. 
Phase I was completed in 2013, with the construction of the 
Donnelly College Event Center – Donnelly’s first new building 
construction in more than 50 years. 

Phases II and III were re-envisioned in 2017, when Donnelly’s 
Board approved a revised master plan to comprehensively address 
College needs. In Phase II, the College completely renovated two 

floors of Marian Hall, which houses Donnelly’s Licensed Practical 
Nursing and Registered Nursing programs. Marian Hall also 
houses general classrooms and the Gateway to College Program,  
a dual credit high school completion program offered in 
partnership with the Kansas City, Kansas Public School District. 
Phase II renovations were completed in early 2018, and Marian 
Hall re-opened in January 2018.

The College worked with architects at Burns & McDonnell and 
our external project manager, MC Realty, to finalize Phase III plans 
and work through the Unified Government of Kansas City Kansas 
and Wyandotte County’s approval processes. Final project plans for 
Phase III were approved by the UG unanimously in late October. 

“Due to the aging state of Donnelly’s main academic building, 
we are looking forward to meeting the Mabee challenge 
and completing necessary fundraising so that we can begin 
construction on our new academic building as quickly as possible,” 
said Swetland. “Donnelly will be celebrating its 70th anniversary 
next fall, and I can imagine no greater testament to our mission 
and legacy than beginning construction on a new academic home 
that will be the foundation for future decades of service to this 
community. Our students are first-rate, and they need and deserve 
a first-rate academic environment.” 

If you are interested in learning more  
about helping Donnelly meet the Mabee 
Foundation challenge by October 2019,  
please contact Emily Buckley at (913) 621-8731  
or ebuckley@donnelly.edu.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PHASE III  
OF THE CAMPUS MASTER PLAN
visit www.donnelly.edu/masterplan
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Help our students 
discover their potential 

Discovering 
    Potential

“I didn’t know anything about myself 
until I came to Donnelly. I didn’t  
know that I could push myself. I  
didn’t know that I could be something 
more than what I am now. I didn’t  
know that I could be a leader.” 

Tenisha Harris 
Class of 2019

B.A. Organizational Leadership 

As a senior in Donnelly’s Organizational Leadership 
program, Tenisha works as a parole officer by day and studies 
late into the night to ensure a better life for herself and her 
daughter. The second youngest of seven siblings, Tenisha was 
the first to earn a high school diploma, and she will be the 
first to earn a college degree. 

Since 1949 Donnelly College has helped thousands of 
students like Tenisha discover their potential and transform 
their lives. Donnelly remains a most valuable resource in 
the heart of Kansas City, Kansas “providing education and 
community services with personal concern for the needs and 
abilities of each student, especially those who might not  
otherwise be served.” 

Thanks to our generous donors, Donnelly is able to keep 
higher education accessible and affordable to students like 
Tenisha. Donations to our Annual Fund provide more than 
$300,000 each year in student scholarships and offset the 
cost of our academic programs. This allows us to keep our 
annual tuition as low as possible—just over $7,000, among 
the lowest of any Catholic college. During this time we 
are asking our closest friends to consider a contribution 
to our Annual Fund. With your support, Donnelly will 
continue to transform lives and help more students like 
Tenisha discover their God-given potential. Learn more 
about Tenisha’s story by visiting www.donnelly.edu/
discoveringpotential.

Thank you for keeping our students in your prayers and  
for including Donnelly College in your giving plans. 

DONNELLY DIGEST | 15
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GATEWAY STUDENTS TRANSITION TO COLLEGE

Gateway to College at Donnelly College, a 
high school completion and college transition 
program, honored 16 students on Dec. 11 in 
a ceremony that highlights their transition 
from high school students to college students. 

“We needed something to celebrate our 
students' accomplishments recognize  
their transition to college,” said Juan 
Rangel, director of Gateway to College at 
Donnelly College. 

New students enter Gateway to College 
as foundation students, spending at least 
16 weeks learning the skills necessary to 

succeed both academically and in co-
curricular settings. Once students have 
completed their studies as a foundation 
student, earning As and Bs in all classes, 
they become a transition student. 
Transition students work to complete their 
high school diploma while dual-enrolled 
as a full-time college student, earning an 
average of 23 college credits by the time 
they graduate from high school.

“Transition for me was very intimidating,” 
said Leonardo Flores, Gateway transition 
student. “I knew what to expect from my 

foundation year but I was still nervous 
because I had doubts. I thought about how 
this wasn’t the traditional way someone 
became a college student and what that 
meant for me. I also felt like I was under 
a lot of pressure, not just from balancing 
school, work, and life, but because I was the 
first in the family to go to college.” 

During the transition ceremony, outstanding 
students were recognized in the following 
categories: attendance, most ready for the 
workforce, excellence in math, excellence in 
college skills, excellence in writing, excellence 
in reading, certificate of completion – with 
distinction and with high distinction. 

“Many of these students have had little to no 
success in the main school system so for them 
to be acknowledged, complete something 
with success and show their parents of their 
success, is a proud moment for everyone,” 
Rangel said. “Success breeds success.” 

The ceremony featured guest speaker, 
Candice Brooks, a higher education 
professional whose passion areas include social 
justice education, underrepresented student 
populations and mental health. The Kansas 
City, Kansas native spoke about her own life 
struggles and provided encouragement to all 
the Gateway students in continuing to pursue 
their academic and career goals. 

DONNELLY CELEBRATES 
NURSING STUDENTS
Donnelly College’s fall 2018 class of Practical Nursing 
(PN) students were recognized in a pinning ceremony 
on Dec. 13 in the Event Center. Pinning is a traditional 
rite of passage for nursing students across the country. 

The ceremony was led by Jennifer Hamilton, director  
of nursing, who congratulated the 21 graduates  
on their academic accomplishments during the 
16-month program. 

Graduates were pinned by a nursing faculty member  
or a nursing family or friend from the community  
who inspired them to pursue and finish the PN 
program. Donnelly’s PN graduates lit lamps and  
recited the traditional Florence Nightingale pledge  
to close the ceremony.

SPOTLIGHT

Above: Practical Nursing students proudly hold their lit lamps 
after being pinned during Donnelly’s Practical Nursing Pinning 
Ceremony on Dec. 13. 
 
Right: Danisha Chatman ’18, practical nursing student, is all 
smiles after being pinned by her uncle during the ceremony. 



PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

2017-2018 ACADEMIC YEAR

It is hard to believe that the 
College is in the midst of our 
69th year, and we are already 
recruiting students for our 
70th anniversary year in 2019-
2020. I am delighted to share 
highlights of our mission from 
the last academic year. And 
we are always honored to pay 
tribute to the many supporters 
that made our work possible. 
We are so grateful for all of you!

Last year, much was 
accomplished to ensure Donnelly’s mission can continue 
to flourish for the next 70 years. Pope Francis validates 
our mission when he challenges us all to serve those on the 
margins of our church and society. Donnelly has always 
done just that. We continue to provide college access to 
predominantly low-income students, thereby impacting 
the overall health of our economic, civic and spiritual 
communities. At a time when public and private –  
and especially Catholic – colleges are becoming more 
economically exclusive, the transformational power of 
Donnelly’s mission is needed more than ever. 

This May, we celebrated one of the largest graduating 
classes in our history with 97 graduates, 72% of whom 
were first-generation college graduates. Donnelly’s legacy of 
inclusivity continues and is evident among our graduates 
and student body. I am proud that Donnelly has been 
recognized for the second stratight year as the “Most 
Diverse College in the Midwest” by U.S. News & World 
Report. We know our inclusivity continues to be a reason 
students attend and succeed here.

Considerable preparation last year also made possible an 
encouraging re-accreditation visit in September 2018 by 
the Higher Learning Commission. While we await their 
final report next spring, we remain very grateful for the 
tremendous effort from staff and faculty, our board and 
friends of the college who took time to submit comments 
about Donnelly. 

Donnelly’s Board of Directors also adopted a new 
strategic plan to support the College’s vision to “advance 
the common good by being the most transformative 
and accessible Catholic College in the U.S.” Significant 
progress was made in achieving strategic goals, especially 
related to the Transformations Campaign and Master 
Plan, increasing student learning outcomes, expanding our 
academic programs and sustaining our mission. 

So much was accomplished, but I must note a few 
highlights. Donnelly…
•	 exceeded the 2018 Top Performing U.S. Colleges  

in all five areas of the Community College Survey  
of Student Engagement (see page 20)

•	 welcomed our inaugural class of Associate Degree  
in Nursing students in January

•	 received a Dept. of Education grant to strengthen our 
student success in STEM courses

•	 implemented new software to better serve and assess  
our students

•	 completed our Master Plan’s Phase II construction  
and fundraising 

•	 received the largest gifts in Donnelly’s history to support 
Phase III of our campus transformation. 

If you have not made it to campus in a while, we invite you 
to stop by and see our progress. Our Donnelly family – 
alumni, donors, volunteers, faculty and staff – are partners 
in our mission. We pray we can again count on your 
support in the coming year to help us continue to lay a 
solid foundation for Donnelly’s future. 

May God bless you in 2019!

Monsignor Stuart Swetland 
President

Monsignor Stuart Swetland
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Student Effort
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INVESTORS & SUPPORTERS

CHAMPIONS CIRCLE
$250,000+
Anonymous
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
The Sunderland Foundation

$100,000+
Anonymous

$50,000+
Marion and Henry Bloch 

Family Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
William Dunn, Jr. and Marianne Dunn
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Frank and Margaret McGee Fund
In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos Fund

$25,000 + 
Richard Flanigan, Jr. and Laura Flanigan
Forster - Powers Charitable Trust
Health Forward Foundation
The Richardson Educational 

Opportunities Trust
Sherman Family Foundation
John W. & Effie E. Speas Memorial Trust, 

Bank of America N.A., Trustee
Westerman Foundation

$10,000 + 
Anonymous
Breidenthal Snyder Foundation
Constance M. Cooper 

Charitable Foundation
Consulate of Mexico in Kansas City
Dollar General Literacy Program

J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Kevin Dunn
First Federal Bank
Koch Foundation, Inc.
R. A. Long Foundation
Loretto Foundation
Mark One Electric Company, Inc.
Master Craftsmen Foundation
The McDonnell Foundation
Michael and Linda Mies
Newcomer Family Foundation
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland 

Charitable Trust
Sosland Foundation
Monsignor Stuart Swetland

$5,000 + 
Daniel Braum ’71
Central Presbyterian Church
Cerner Corporation
Clinical Research Consultants
The Dehaemers Family Charitable Trust
Bob and Loree Faherty
Gary and Susan Friedrichsen
David Henton and Timothy Kruse
Kevin ’72 and Patricia Keefer
John and Lesley Leahy
Mark and Patricia Lester
Irven E. and Nevada P. 

Linscomb Foundation
Mariner Foundation
Jack and Jean Ann Ovel
Desmond ’57 and Gretchen Powers
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Dr. John A. Romito ’66
Santa Marta Chapel
Wyandotte Health Foundation

$2,500 + 
David and Judy Aull
BKD, LLP
John Christenson
Jim and Kelly Donnelly
J.M. Fahey Construction Co.
Robert Graham
Joan Horan
Kansas Independent College Foundation
James and Michelle Lynch
Mary Elizabeth Martin Scholarship Trust,  

U.S. Bank N.A., Trustee
Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann, D.D.
Joe and Amy Reardon
John J Sullivan, Jr. Charitable Trust
Lawrence ’56 and Joan Ward
Kathleen Wirtz ’54
Ira K. Witschner Charitable Trust
Xerox Corporation

$1,000 + 
George and Marianne Abiaad
Anonymous
Arbor Masters Tree & Landscape
Brotherhood Bank & Trust
Randy and Pam Brown
Emily Buckley
Capitol Federal Savings Bank
Catholic Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph
Church of the Nativity
Rachel Cruz
Design Mechanical
Bryan and Jeremy Didier
Phillip ’62 and Mary Jo Doherty
Donald and Karen Forsythe
Garcia Immigration Law Firm, LLC
Drs. Kenneth Gibson and Jackie Snyder
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
Daniel and Patricia ’72 Haake
Henry E. Wurst Family Foundation

GIFTS RECEIVED BETWEEN  
7/1/17 - 6/30/18

Thank You!
 for your support
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Rich and Sheila Henry
Michael Ireland
JMA Information Technology, Inc.
John and Dorothy Hirsch Estate
Jill and W. Paul Jones
Karen and Paul Jones
KCK African American History Committee
Frank and Carol LaNasa
Latina Giving Circle
James and Dunrie Lewis
MC Realty Group, LLC
Pat and Melodi McAnany
Marcus and Mary Lew McCarty
McCullough Family Foundation
James and Rebecca Merwald
Miller Haviland Ketter PC, PA
Howard ’76 and Inzia Miller
Dr. John and Mary Margaret Murry
Nelson and Marcia Newcomer
Dr. William ’85 and Joan Nicely
James and Janice Owens
Richard and Joy Pace
Lisa Parker
Drs. Thomas and Janet Pierce
Porter Funeral Home
David and Victoria Prather
Promise of Learning Foundation
Dr. Charles M. Renne ’53
Riedel Charitable Fund
Dr. Liza A. Rodriguez ’01
Saint Luke’s College of Health Sciences
Security Bank of Kansas City
Steve and Mary Beth Smith
Robin and Magda Snyder
St. Paul Catholic Church
Chris and Dawnia Talarico
Taylor Business Institute
Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, Inc.
U.S. Trust / Bank of America 

Private Wealth Management
Terry and Jacquie Van Meter
Ken and Diane Williams
Alfonso and Maria Zarate
Nestor and Maria Zuluaga

$500 + 
Anonymous
Bob Bartunek
Bishop Miege High School
Ronald Bonesteel
Jim Callowich '64
Paul and Karen Camarata
Robert and Kathleen Campbell
Robert and Shirley Cunningham
Jerry Donnelly
Nancy Fansher
Drs. Daniel and Kathy Farrell
Douglas and Mary Fencl
Craig and Karen Gaffney

Teodoro '93 and Leticia Garcia
Steve and Jacquelyn Gering
Jeanne Gorman
Cheryl and Chris Hicks
Christopher and Carolyn Hillyer
Kansas City Kansas Public 

Schools (USD 500)
James and Laura Knapp
Dr. Pedro Leite and Laura Birrell
William McEvoy
Michael J. McGrath '64
Maynard Moore
Patricia Mykins
Occidental Petroleum Corporation
Lauren and Bryan Park
Dr. Tom and Irene Powell
Craig '70 and Dianne Ratkey
Marianne Roper
Frank Scamman
Kevin and Cady Seabaugh
Seigfreid Bingham, P.C.
Lisa and Anthony Stoothoff
Ernest and Susan Straub
Mark and Amy Thompson
Trinity Travel
United Way of Greater Kansas City
Ana Valdez and Kent Boehm
Judith Van Rest '66
Theresa Walters
Mary Sue Williams '69

$250 + 
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dr. Kathleen Boyle Dalen and Jason Dalen
Chris and Angie Dierks
Andres Dominguez ’79 and  

Amy Heithoff-Dominguez
Cielo Fernandez-Ortega
Jim and Kathy Finnegan
Phillip and Angela French
Michael and Wendy Gonzales
Greater Kansas City Community 

Foundation
Dr. Kelly and Lisa Grosdidier
Barry and Cindy Heiman
Father Michael P. Hermes
Ben Hilmes
Michael and Leah Hoehn
Matt and Whitney Huerter
Dr. C.H. and Kathi Jacobs
Dr. Renjith and Smitha Joseph
Kansas State University - Olathe
Doug and Lesle Knop
David and Nancy Kronoshek
Philip Leese
Karen Lombardi
Jacqueline Madden
Chuck and Wendy Maggiorotto

Christina Mains
Linda Mallow
Martha T. Marin ’67
Hon. Carol Marinovich and 

Hon. Ernest Johnson
McAnany, Van Cleave & Phillips, P.A.
Comm. Brian ’76 and Patricia ’75 McKiernan
Lisa Nevins
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Steve ’59 and Marcia Nicely
Dr. Kathy and James O’Hara

CHAMPIONS CIRCLE
Champions Circle is a group of remarkable 
leaders that have chosen to invest in Donnelly 
College. These investments ensure that the 
mission of Donnelly is able to be put into 
action, empowering and changing the lives of 
our students, through an affordable, private 
higher education at a faith-based college.

HOW DO I JOIN?
Invest annually in the mission  
and the people of Donnelly College  
at one of the following levels:  
$50,000 • $25,000 • $10,000 • $5,000 
• $2,500 • $1,000

These levels can be reached in a given 
fiscal year through one or multiple 
annual fund gifts, event sponsorship  
or scholarship contributions. 
 
WHAT WILL I RECEIVE? 
In recognition of your support, you will 
receive invitations to campus events, 
communication from our College 
President and acknowledgement in the 
Donnelly Digest publication. Specific 
investments such as event sponsorship 
may include additional benefits. 

For more information contact  
Lauren Park at lpark@donnelly.edu or 
(913) 621-8757. 
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Dennis and Vilma O’Neil
Mike Palitto
Park University
Stacy Purvis
James Ramel
Mario Ramos-Reyes
Lauren Russo
Susan Ryan
Father Brian Schieber
Dhuha Shareef and Khalid Al Shaihki
Dr. Ronald and Suzanne Slepitza
Brien and Cynthia Stafford
Don and Robin Sumple
George ’67 and Linda Tady
Unbound
Unified Government of 

Wyandotte Co. & KCK
Charles and Michelle Wesonig
Joseph and Susan Wheeler
Edward R. Zagorac ’70

$100 + 
Anonymous
Julia Bean
Gojko Bjelobrk ’04
Joanne Brown ’51
Michael and Mary Ann Caffrey
Patricia C. Callaghan ’59
Wayne and Julie Carter
Ryan and Irene Caudillo
Len Chmelka
James Curtin
Suzanna Darby
Thomas and Janet Day
Sean and Stephanie Demaree
Felton Denham
Dr. Dennis and Alice Diederich
Ronald T. Donnelly
Jason and Christin Drummond
James and Fareda Eddy
Matthew Emory and Sonya Salazar
Gavin and Catherine Essenberg
Joseph and Judith ’63 Evans
ExxonMobil Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen Favrow ’70
Dr. John E. Foret
James and Norlen Gador
JoAnn Garcia
Harry and Becky Gibson
John Gioia
Daniel and Patricia ’72 Haake
Robert and Linda Haake
Dr. Gladys G. Hankins ’73
David A. Harrington ’83
Will Harris
Matthew and Kathleen Hartigan
Angie Heer
Doug Hermes
Jordan Hobson
Frances M. Holmes ’71
Patrick and Whitney Hosty
J. Edward and Mary King
Rosemary Kinnaird ’56

Joseph ’61 and Janet Kolich
Thomas and Linda Krizmanic
Dennis Kurogi
Joseph A. Lastelic
Roberto Luna ’14, ’16
Maureen Mahoney and  

Hon. Daniel Crabtree
Bernetta C. McKindra ’75
Joseph ’59 and Sharon McKinney
Laura and Dan McKnight
Gretchen and Clifford Meinhardt
Larry ’61 and Mary ’63 Meyers
David and Virginia Miller
Joseph Modrcin ’52
Gordan and Cookie Moffitt
Michael ’78 and Kathy Mosher
James and Winifred ’62 Nass
Carl and Marie Null
Andrea and Frank Ocampo
Maurice V. O’Connor
John O’Hare ’51
Dr. William Pallett
Patrick and Rosemarie Crilly Trust
Gary and Ann Patrick
Shelly Pauley
Maria Porta
William and Catherine Powers
Phil and Terry Punswick
Juan and Denise Rangel
Ed ’58 and Madelyn ’59 Regan
Father John Riley
Bridget Ryan
John M. Ryan ’58
John L. Schneider ’82
Raymond E. Simonich ’78
Dr. Firmin and Antoinette-Snodell
Paul L. Spaeth ’65
David L. Spehar ’75
Dr. R. McKay and Bridey Stangler
Constance A. Stewart ’61
Joan Stoothoff
Sandra Tapp

KEELER SOCIETY 
The Keeler Society recognizes all donors 
who make monthly contributions to 
Donnelly College, and honors the legacy 
of Sister Jerome Keeler, who dedicated 
herself tirelessly to making Donnelly 
a reality and a transformational 
experience for students.

Jim Callowich ’64
Craig Doty
Sue A. Grosdidier ’74
Daniel J. and Patricia ’72 Haake
Dr. Melissa Lenos
Dennis J. O’Neil
Juan and Denise Rangel
Anthony and Lisa Stoothoff

Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
H&R Block Foundation
Willard J. & Mary G. Breidenthal Foundation
DST Systems, Inc.
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Richard J. and Laura Flanigan
Forster - Powers Charitable Trust
Francis Family Foundation

Gateway to College National Network
Goppert Foundation
Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City
Kansas Independent College Foundation
George and Marian LaHood
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund
Philomena Muntzel Estate
National Endowment for the Humanities
The Richardson Educational Opportunities Trust

In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos Fund
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
John W. & Effie E. Speas Memorial Trust, 

Bank of America N.A. Trustee
The Sunderland Foundation
Rose Teicher Estate
Helen K. Trant Estate
Westerman Foundation

LIFETIME SOCIETY The Lifetime Society honors donors who have generously contributed more 
than $250,000 over their history of giving to Donnelly College.
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The Jeanne A. Kobler Trust
Theresa Torres
Truman Heartland Community  

Foundation
Leslie Ulloa-Mora
Villa St. Francis
Father Dennis Wait ’66
Susan Walker
Paula G. Willett
Diana Wilson
Elaine Wright ’82

$1 + 
James and Rose Mary Anderson
Father Daniel Arguedas
Lanny and Joan Bachtle
Carmelita C. Bahamonde ’13
Marilyn Baker
Loretta A. Bates
Robert J. Bednar ’65
Barbara Berg
William ’62 and Karen ’68 Bergman
James ’71 and Mary Blaise
Marcia D. Braun ’63
Mary Ann Carr ’68
Nancy A. Carrigan ’64
Thomas B. Casebeer ’74
Mark Clark
David Cobb
Drs. Paula and Cyrus Console-Soican
Lynn Daniels
Allison Donohue
Craig and Jenny Doty
Daniel L. Engel ’66
William ’58 and Jeanette Fitzsimmons
Frank ’68 and Linda Franko
Robert L. Garrett ’62
Leon Gaschen ’51
Kevin and Karen Gleason
Robert and Lillian Graham
Sue A. Grosdidier ’74
Mary B. Gurski ’68
Jennifer Hamilton
Herbert R. Harris ’77
Jay Hinrichs
M. Lynn Hire
Richard ’57 and Charlotte ’57 Horvatic
Brandon and Sarah Johnson
Ernest L. Johnson, Jr. ’62
Thomas and Donna Kellerman
Christopher Kennedy
Mary Anne Kierl ’68
William ’65 and Cynthia Klein
Dr. David Kraft
Sister Mary Lucy Kramer, O.S.B.
Edward ’59 and Angie Kratty
Sarah and Robert Krumsick
Philip and Mary Kunkel
Robert ’54 and Anne ’54 Lacey

Rita Lee ’63
Dr. Melissa Lenos
Marcus Lopez
Josephine Lynch ’64
Rosa M. Madrigal ’77
Terry Malnar
Stephanie Martell
James ’67 and Teresa McAnerney
Sarah McEnerney
William and Marianne McGinn
Thomas and Sharon McMillan
William ’72 and Margaret McNamee
Lawrence C. Mikesic ’77
Roy ’58 and M. Mitchell
Thomas F. Modrcin ’57
Deacon Marcus and Angela Navarro
Daniel Ontiveros, Jr. ’63
Alex Perez
Tom and Angie Pieper
Barbara Ramirez ’58
Daniel ’58 and Loretta Rebeck
John M. Rebeck ’63
Larry Renfro ’69
Raymond Rico
Nate and Kerry Robinson
Phyllis A. Rodriguez ’71
Albert ’63 and Mary Roos
Loretta Ross ’59
Erika and Caleb Rothacher
Mark and Melanie Savner
Joseph A. Schleicher ’66

Brian and Kay Schmidt
Carrie Slattery
Frances Smith
Dr. John and Bernadette Soptick
Calvin and Mary Jane ’67 Spradley
William ’66 and Andrea Staudenmaier
Lee Stephenson
Father Michael Stubbs
Jean M. Sumner ’67
Charles E. Thompson ’56
Robert ’61 and Priscilla ’61 Vesel
Marilyn ’68 and Gregory Vranicar
Maureen Wiederholt
Kenneth Zimmerman ’61

HONOR & MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Jason and Christin Drummond	

in memory of Cindy Romito
Joseph and Judith ’63 Evans	  

in memory of Sr. Jerome and 
Sr. Mary Faith Schuster

Daniel and Patricia ’72 Haake	
in memory of Mary Downey

Sister Mary Lucy Kramer, O.S.B.	
in memory of James Kramer

Mr. Michael J. McGrath ’64	  
in memory of Naomi McGrath

Mr. Kenneth Zimmerman ’61	  
in memory of Kenneth 
Melbourne Zimmerman

Donnelly College

society

Anonymous 
Ann T. Armbruster †

Olive Ann Beech †

Roger Berg Jr.
Fr. Thomas Bettencourt †

Emily Buckley
Clarence Bukaty †

Jack Caldwell ’75 †

Mayme & Anthony 
D’Agostino †

Tom Daly †

Edith & Harry Darby †

Father Ray Davern †

Richard Day ’57
H. M. Floersch, M.D. †

Beatrice Glynn †

Clarence Goppert †

George & Ethel Scott Gray †

Marian Haveker †

Frances † and Hardy † Hay
Father Michael Hermes
John and Dorothy 

’65 Hirsch †

John Horan †

Ernest L. Johnson ’62
Timothy Kruse ’75
Edwin & Helen McAnany † 
Lucie J. D. McAnany † 

Margaret McCarthy †

Lawrence McGurn ’73

Philomena Muntzel †

Peggy L. Neal
Mr. and Mrs. James Owens
Dr. Thomas Pierce
Steven Riedel ’79 †

Zoe Ryan 
Vivian J. Sosland †

Richard Spann †

Charles Sugar †

Rozella K. Caldwell Swisher †

Rose Teicher †

Helen K. Trant †

Gloria Vusich ’67 †

Adeline Walton †

† denotes deceased members

The Legacy Society recognizes all donors who have 
included Donnelly College in their estate plans. 

HAVE YOU MADE A PLANNED GIFT FOR DONNELLY?  
Please let us know so we can add your name to our 
growing Legacy Society.

We apologize for any errors or omissions in this donor report.
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DONNELLY FAMILY

IN MEMORIAM 
Kyle King, former Donnelly College director of facilities, passed 
away October 31, 2018 surrounded by family and friends. He 
is survived by his daughter, father, three brothers and his many 
loved ones and friends. The Donnelly community remembers the 
contributions of King to campus as we pray for his family, and as 
we hope that he finds peace in his eternal rest.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Dave Cobb attended and presented KC Math Tech EXPO at 
UMKC in October. 

Jennifer Hamilton and Sarah Krumsick attended the 125th annual 
National League for Nursing Summit focusing on Nurse Educators. 

Jennifer Hamilton attended the Kansas Associate Degree Nurse 
Educators conference in October. 

Michelle Lundy attended a Teaching English as a Second 
Language conference in September.

Gretchen Meinhardt attended a Multicultural Education 
Conference in October. 

Bridget Ryan attended the Pediatric Genomic Conference and 
the Kansas Pediatric Symposium and the Patient Care Services 
Research Symposium. 

Dhuha Shareef completed a graduate course in Probability and 
Measure Theory as part of doctoral studies at UMKC.

Monsignor Swetland attended and presented at the Fellowship 
of Catholic Scholars conference in September.

Ana Valdez attended and presented at the Diversidad Conference 
in October.

ALUMNI NEWS
Robert Ewing ’86 retired from the Kansas City Missouri School 
District after a 31-year career as a teacher.

IN THE COMMUNITY
Paula Console-Șoican joined KCUR’s Central Standard 
segment on Wednesday, Oct. 24 to discuss first-time voting.

Syed Jamal spoke at Park University in November about  
his personal experiences with education and the U.S. 
immigration system. 

Gayle Lee and the Introduction to Teaching students 
participated in Family Literacy Night at New Chelsea 
Elementary where they helped families connect with social 
service resources they need.Kyle King

FOX 4 SURPRISES  
SR. SHARON
Kansas City reporter Kathy Quinn from FOX4 News Kansas 
City was on campus July 26, surprising Sister Sharon Hamsa for 
Fox4’s Pay-It-Forward Award. Angelica Perez, a recent Donnelly 
graduate, nominated Sr. Sharon because of her efforts in starting 
the Campus Cupboard last academic year. 

“She was an amazing math teacher, and I really loved her as 
a teacher,” Perez said. “She helped the students struggling to 
get food meal to meal, and she researched different pantries at 
different schools. She started the pantry here at Donnelly.”

WATCH THE VIDEO AND READ MORE AT  
https://fox4kc.com/2018/07/30/kck-teacher-behind-
new-campus-food-pantry-gets-surprise-400

ATTENTION 
ALUMNI

Share your good news,  
life events and more.  

Email marketing@donnelly.edu
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GIVING BACK 
Donnelly College is blessed to have many alumni 
currently working on campus as staff or faculty 
members. When alumni decide to return to serve in 
a new role as an employee, the Donnelly community 
is cheerful and welcomes familiar faces without 
hesitation. The alumni that seek employment at 
Donnelly not only out of a sense of affinity or 
nostalgia, but to fulfill a deeper personal mission –  
the same mission of the college – to provide an 
accessible and affordable education to all. 

Just like our students today, each alumni had a 
different path to and through Donnelly – making 
their journey personal and unique to them. We 
asked a few current team members to tell us  
more about why they have chosen to serve  
students at Donnelly. 

From left: Estevan Ortiz ’10, Heidy Wilson ’15, Dhuha Shareef ’09, Alejandra Valles ’18, LaCherish Thompson ’18, Sean Cepeda ’16. 
Not pictured: Desmond Lamb ’00

“I chose to work at Donnelly 
because as a student, Donnelly 
really helped mold me into who I 
am today. This community helped 
guide me when I needed it most. 
Now that I work here, I can return 
that kindness and help everyone 
that helped me.” 

Sean Cepeda ’16 
IT Specialist

“Donnelly chose me. When I 
arrived in Kansas City, Kansas, I 
didn’t know much about the red 
building with the big cross that 
was couple of miles away from 
our house on 7th Street. On a 
cold January day, I enrolled as 
a student in the ESL program. 
I had a degree in mathematics 
from Iraq and teaching 
experience. I loved teaching 
and was eager to get back to it. 
I volunteered to be a math tutor 
to improve my English and help 
my fellow students excel in a 
hard subject. Soon after, I fell in 
love with Donnelly, the people, 
and the mission.” 

Dhuha Shareef ’09 
Assistant Professor, Mathematics
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Get updated information about these  
upcoming spring events and other annual events at www.donnelly.edu.

	 1.14.19	 Spring classes begin
	  2.28.19	� Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society induction ceremony
 	 4.1.19	 Writer Sohrab Ahmari to speak on campus
	  4.4.19	 Theologian Sr. Susan Woods to speak on campus
 	 4.23.19	 Scholar Day

	 4.30.19	 Donnelly Blood Drive
	 5.9.19	 Graduation Toast and Prayer Service
	 5.11.19	 Commencement
	 6.3.19	 Summer classes begin
	10.10.19	 SHINE 2019

CONNECT WITH DONNELLY ON YOUR FAVORITE NETWORK

Ana Valdez, chairperson of business and technology, poses with Donnelly students (from left) Tenisha Harris, Shakila 
Brown and Audrey Hatch before the start of Donnelly’s fall semester Scholar Day on Nov. 30, featuring presentations 
from these soon-to-be Donnelly graduates in the Bachelor's of Organizational Leadership program.


