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Alumni and Friends,

As the fall semester draws to a close, I find myself thinking back to August and 
reflecting on all of the things that have happened on the Donnelly campus. 

Campus itself has grown in a variety of ways, from new elevators to a 
Counseling Center to a revitalized dining hall. Donnelly has also hosted 
a number of events, including its annual Convocation Day, Scholarship 
Dinner, Donnelly Dash 5K and 1-Mile Family Run, among many others. 
In short, the campus has been a bustling and active place to be. 

In my position, I also get to witness a different kind of growth – student 
development. I think back to New Student Orientation and the first day of classes, 
and remember how nervous and unsure the students were about what their new 
adventure entailed. It has been rewarding to see how these same students have 
blossomed and are excelling in both their coursework and campus life activities.

I think of one student in particular who came to Donnelly very uncertain and 
unconfident. The first in his family to go to college, he almost didn’t make it 
through the first month of classes because he was shy and unwilling to ask 
questions. But, after some encouragement and help on how to utilize the 
resources available within our TRiO – Student Support Services program, 
he is now excelling. The best part is that he has not only changed his life, but 
his family’s life because his sister has now decided to come to Donnelly.

With the passing of the holiday season, we take time to reflect on what 
we are thankful for. For myself and my colleagues, one of the things 
we are most thankful for is this growth and the opportunities we all 
have to impact the lives of so many people through Donnelly.

We are thankful for each of you and your support of the College, whether 
you come to our events, give, volunteer or just keep in touch. 

God bless you and your loved ones this holiday season!

Sincerely,

Amy Neufeld

Leader’s Message

Amy Neufeld 
Associate Vice President 

of Student Success



WINTER 2012 | 3

Features

TABLE OF CONTENTS

DONNELLY COLLEGE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES:

Chairpersons
Robert Bartunek, Chairman
George Breidenthal, ‘69, 
Former Chairman

Members Emeritus
Most Rev. James P. Keleher, STD

Members
Kathleen Boyle Dalen
Dan Braum, ‘71
Rita Burnett, DDS
Rachel Cruz
William H. Dunn, Jr.
Mike Fenske
Richard J. Flanigan, Jr.
Gary D. Grable, ‘64
Daniel Haake
Sr. Rita Killackey, OSB
Mike Mahoney
Matt Miller
LaVert A. Murray
Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann, STD
Kathy O’Hara, Ph.D.
Father Gary Pennings
Sr. Genevieve Robinson, Ph.D., OSB
Sr. Anne Shepard, Ed.D., OSB
Paula Willett
Alfonso Zarate

EDITORIAL STAFF:

Editor
Jennifer Price, Marketing Coordinator
jprice@donnelly.edu

Graphic Design
Sarah Green, Creative Coordinator 
sgreen@donnelly.edu

Editorial Assistants
Emily Buckley, Director 
of Advancement
ebuckley@donnelly.edu

Roger Berg, Alumni Relations  
& Volunteer Coordinator  
rberg@donnelly.edu

Laura Bryon, Annual 
Fund Coordinator
lbryon@donnelly.edu

Donnelly is sponsored by the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas. The College 
is accredited by The Higher Learning 
Commission and a member of the North 
Central Association, 230 South LaSalle 
St., Suite 7-500, Chicago, IL 60604-
1411; (800) 621-7440; www.ncahlc.org. 
Donnelly College maintains an open and 
welcoming environment, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of a person’s 
sex, race, color, creed, religion, age, 
national origin, ancestry or disability.

8 

This year’s New Student 
Orientation included a 
new component - service 
learning. Here, two new 
students are making 
blankets for a local 
children’s hospital.

12
The 2011 Donnelly Dash 
5K Run/Walk brought more 
than 200 participants to 
campus on November 5.

 16 

The Scholarship Dinner, 
held on September 14, 
raised $290,000. Pictured 
above are chairpersons 
Dick and Laura Flanigan.

	 2:	 leader’s message

	 4:	 Around donnelly
Recent Events, page 4
New to Campus, page 5
New technology enhances the Donnelly student experience, page 6
Convocation Day: A proud Donnelly tradition, page 7

	 8:	 features
		  Service Learning connects students to the community, page 8
		  Student. Soldier. Leader. Teacher., page 10
		  More participants and sponsors make 2011 Dash best ever, page 12
		N  ew class generates buzz on and off campus, page 14

	 16:	 advancing Donnelly
		  Scholarship Dinner raises a record $290,000, page 16
		T  hank you to all our 2010-11 donors and volunteers!, page 18
	
	 22:	 class notes & in memoriam

	 24: 	 calendar of events

on the cover: Student Daniela Duarte meets with her instructor 
Susan Keim to discuss their OL340 Art and Practice of Community 
Leadership class. Learn more about this unique class on page 14.



4 | WINTER 2012								                               donnelly.edu

Donnelly supporters honored at Gratia celebration
Members of the Donnelly community came together on November 17 to celebrate 

the College’s annual Gratia celebration – an event honoring the donors and volunteers 

whose generosity has helped create impactful opportunities for Donnelly students. 

Guests enjoyed wine and hors d’ oeuvres as they celebrated Volunteer of the Year 

Lanny Bachtle (pictured above with President Steve LaNasa), Donors of the Year 

Phillip and Mary Jo Doherty, and Partner of the Year Burns & McDonnell.
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donnelly, kc royals honor henry bloch 
On September 2, more than 100 Donnelly students, 

alumni and friends attended the Kansas City Royals vs. 

Cleveland Indians game at Kauffman Stadium to honor 

Henry Bloch as he sat in the legendary Buck O’Neil Legacy 

Seat. The College nominated Mr. Bloch for his steadfast 

support of Donnelly and higher education in Kansas City.

Congressman Kevin Yoder visits campus
Congressman Kevin Yoder of Kansas’ 3rd District visited Donnelly on October 

20. Accompanied by President Steve LaNasa and Director of Advancement 

Emily Buckley, Congressman Yoder toured campus and met a number of faculty, 

staff and students. He even took time to speak to an American Government 

class. This was his first trip to Donnelly, but it won’t be his last – he is planning 

to be a campus speaker as well as help start a Young Republicans club.

More Events... Convocation Day, page 7 |  donnelly dash, page 12  | scholarship dinner, page 16

Health Fair shines light on 
local health services
Donnelly hosted a Community Health Fair on October 2 in 

partnership with the University of Kansas Medical Center 

(KUMC). The event brought more than a dozen exhibits to campus, 

from counseling services to family fitness and general wellness. 

The fair also offered 125 free flu shots, which were administered 

by DC Practical Nursing students in less than two hours. 
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New to Campus

New elevators to be up and 
running by January 2012
The College is excited to announce that it has begun 

work on replacing both elevators in its main campus 

building. New Thyssen Krupp elevators and hardware 

are being installed, with one already complete. Thyssen 

Krupp Elevator is handling the installation, with JE 

Dunn Construction Company as the project’s general 

contractor. The new elevators are more energy 

efficient, offer a smoother ride, provide a quicker call 

response and travel at a rate of 350 feet per minute. 

This project is the first of many campus improvements 

planned for Donnelly throughout the coming years. 

Visit donnelly.edu to learn more as projects progress.

dining hall upgrades! New food 
service and coffee shop
Meal options on the Donnelly campus have greatly improved 

with a new food service available to students. Bistro Kids, a local 

company that is part of the larger Treat America Food Services, 

offers lunch and dinner Monday through Friday to all Donnelly 

students, faculty, staff and alumni. Although services began 

this fall, the College will celebrate an official Grand Opening 

celebration of the revamped space, now called Donnelly 

Bistro, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 26.

DC adds Counseling Center
Donnelly has added a brand new resource to its campus – a 

Counseling Center, led by counselor Lamar Hunt, Jr., MA, LPC. 

The Center offers a comprehensive array of services to Donnelly 

students, faculty, and staff including individual, group, and 

couples counseling free of charge. This new resource is funded 

by a two-year grant from the Healthcare Foundation of Greater 

Kansas City that promotes awareness of mental health concerns 

and access to mental health services for Donnelly students.

DONNELLY RECEIVES TAX CREDITS FROM 
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Donnelly was recently awarded $200,000 in Community 

Service Tax Credits from the Kansas Department of 

Commerce, part of $4.13 million in future Kansas income 

tax credits awarded to 22 non-profit organizations 

around the state. These credits will allow businesses and 

individuals to be eligible for a 50 percent tax credit. Funds 

will be used to repurpose an unused building on campus 

to serve as a new 200-person capacity Community Events 

Center. The project is one of many within Donnelly’s 

comprehensive master plan – a strategy completed 

two years ago to help meet growing enrollment and 

support DC’s vision to give back to our community. To 

learn more, contact advancement@donnelly.edu.

NEW computer STATIONS advance 
STUDENT ADVISING EXPERIENCE
The Student Success offices recently added two computer 

walk-up stations to help streamline appointments and 

resources students use on a daily basis. The computers can 

be used to check in for tutoring, advising, and placement 

testing. Additionally, students can use them to look up online 

class schedules in preparation for their academic advising 

appointments. These stations will allow DC staff to better track 

student traffic and adjust services to best meet their needs.

Above left: A crane lifts construction materials to the roof of Donnelly’s main building as 
part of the project to replace the building’s two elevators. Above right: The new food service 
on campus, provided by Bistro Kids, includes specialty coffees like these cappuccinos. 
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New technology enhances 
the Donnelly experience
From a new computer server classroom to free campus 
WiFi coverage within a ten-times faster network, Donnelly 
has enhanced the overall college experience this year 
through a number of technology upgrades and additions.

Two grants were instrumental in making these 
enhancements a reality, including a $200,000 grant 
from the Department of Education and a $77,357 
grant from the Department of the Army.

“2011 has been a big year for us,” said Wen Li 
Shu, Director of Information Technology (IT) 
Services. “More than ever before, students can 
interact online with faculty and each other.”

The Department of 
Education grant has 
allowed for many of these 
improvements, including 
updating the College’s 
network infrastructure, 
installing a new security 
system with IP-based 
surveillance cameras, 
replacing the campus 
phone system, providing 
campus-wide WiFi, 
modernizing the student 
photo ID system, and 
enhancing classroom 
experiences with new flat 
screen, interactive TVs. 

The grant has also helped Donnelly implement the 
use of an advanced online portal, called myDonnelly, 
that allows students and faculty to interact online 
through forums, file submission options and more.

“The myDonnelly portal has been an invaluable tool for me 
as an instructor,” said Lisa Stoothoff, Assistant Professor 
of Preparatory Education. “I can post lesson plans, 
assignments, grades, and attendance records for students 
to view. I especially like to use the forum section to have 
weekly dialogues, and I frequently post website links used 
in class so students can access information from home.

“Overall, it has been a great addition to campus and 
puts us on-par with other colleges and universities in 
how we connect with students outside the classroom.”

The second grant, from the Department of the 
Army, allowed Donnelly to bring a unique and 
state-of-the-art resource to campus in Fall 2011 
– a specialized computer server classroom. 

The server classroom contains nine high performance 
virtual servers, 15 thin-client computer terminals, and a 
cutting-edge audio/visual presentation system. This new 
resource will be used by students in the College’s pre-
engineering program as well as its expanding IT program 
at the certificate, associate and baccalaureate levels.

“This lab provides students with the opportunity for 
hands-on manipulation and configuration of multi-
processor systems - something very few other colleges and 

universities offer their IT students,” said President Steve 
LaNasa. “As we further develop our IT offerings, this 
will give us an edge over other programs in the area.”

Outside of these two grants, the College has replaced or 
refurbished old administrative computers, and added two 
thin-client computer labs on the third and sixth floors.

“These investments will help prepare our students 
with the technology experiences they need 
to succeed in the real world,” said Shu.

To learn more about the IT or pre-engineering 
programs, contact Jaime Fuentes, Academic 
Computing Coordinator, at jfuentes@donnelly.edu. 
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Convocation Day: A proud and 
growing Donnelly tradition
One of Donnelly’s biggest traditions is its annual 
Convocation Day, and this year’s event proved to 
be the largest ever with the addition of a few new 
components, including a student-led procession complete 
with banners and faculty in academic regalia. 

The festivities took place on Thursday, Sept. 8, and began 
with an academic charge from President Steve LaNasa 
on campus, followed by a large procession to the nearby 
St. Peter’s Cathedral for a Mass of the Holy Spirit, 
and ending with a luncheon celebration on campus.

The Mass was celebrated by Father Gary Pennings, 
Vicar General – Moderator of the Curia for the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas. Rev. John 
Melnick, SSA, Donnelly’s Director of Spirituality and 
Mission, served as a con-celebrant at the Mass.

“Our Convocation Day activities celebrate the great 
diversity of our academic community,” said Father 
Melnick. “As a part of this tradition, we pause to reflect 
and bear witness to the incredible spirit of the College. 
United in our pursuit of higher learning, Convocation 
Day serves as a fitting beginning to each academic year.”

Thanks to the leadership of the Donnelly Student 

Senate, participation in the festivities was higher 
than any other Convocation Day celebration in recent 
history – particularly student participation.

“We were so happy with the turnout,” said Student 
Senate President Sylvester Ayalla. “I spoke to a number 
of students during the luncheon and they were talking 
about how much they enjoyed the Mass itself. Some 
had never been to a Catholic Mass, and said that they 
loved experiencing the rich traditions of the Church. 

“Father Pennings’ homily was especially inspirational 
to me, particularly when he spoke about Donnelly’s 
unique mission. It gave me a new appreciation 
of the College and its unique history.”

Music was led by cantor Michael Podrebarac, Liturgy 
and Worship Consultant for the archdiocese, alongside 
pianist Lisa Roush, and trumpet player Stan Smith.

Photos of the Mass are available on Donnelly’s official 
Facebook page at facebook.com/DonnellyCollege. 

For more information about the event, or to get 
involved in planning next year’s Convocation Day, 
contact Father Melnick at jmelnick@donnelly.edu.
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W hat do you remember about your college 
orientation day? Meeting other students, a 

campus tour, presentations, faculty panels, and other 
typical orientation activities often come to mind. 

If you ask a first-year Donnelly student about their 
orientation, held on Saturday, August 13, you’ll find 
their experience to be a bit different. All the traditional 
elements were covered, but unlike orientations at 
many other colleges, new DC students joined hands 
with faculty, staff, alumni and friends of the College 
to participate in a variety of service learning projects 
throughout the urban core of Kansas City, Kan.

These projects, organized by the College’s Office 
of Service Learning and funded by grants through 
Learn & Serve America and State Farm Insurance®, 
marked Donnelly’s first-ever “DC Day of Service.” 

Students took part in service initiatives such as 
making blankets for a local children’s hospital, 
helping elementary school teachers prepare their 
classrooms, tending a community garden, organizing 
a local Catholic Charities food pantry and more. 

These efforts are part of a larger service learning program 
at Donnelly, which was officially established last year when 
DC was awarded more than $85,000 from the Corporation 
for National and Community Service’s Learn & Serve 
America program to help advance its service initiatives. 

“At Donnelly, we believe that learning must extend 
beyond the traditional classroom experience,” said 
Andrew Julo, Service Learning Coordinator. “By 
making service an intregal part of our New Student 
Orientation, we challenge students to make a stronger 
connection between their education and how they can 
help to address real needs present in our community.

“The event reinforces Donnelly’s high quality, 
liberal arts education and enables students to 
get more out of their college experience.”

“The service project was the best part of the day,” said 
new student Sean Cepeda who participated in classroom 
set up and computer installation at nearby Resurrection 
Catholic School. “It was a great way to get to know my new 
classmates because we all accomplished something together. 
It was hard work, but we really bonded because of it.”

Student Ambassadors led each of the eight service teams 
out to different locations in KCK. One ambassador, 
Britani Lewis, walked with her group to the Catholic 
Charities food pantry at 2220 Central Avenue.

“While we were organizing all the pantry items, I couldn’t 
help but think back to a time when I used to come with 
my family to this same food pantry to shop,” she said.

“It felt good to be giving back, and my peers felt the 
same way. We decided to organize a Donnelly food drive 

Service learning connects students to the community
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and hope to gather items for this specific pantry. Without 
this experience, we would have never thought to do this.”

“Britani was a great project leader, and it was nice to 
get to know an upperclassman,” said Cesar Favela, a 
new DC student. “We bonded and had a lot of laughs. 
Many of us have kept in touch with Britani and she 
checks in sometimes to see how we’re doing.”

“Since its inception, Donnelly has worked to meet the needs 
of the surrounding community in providing access to quality 
education in the urban core,” said President Steve LaNasa. 
“By incorporating service learning into one of our students’ 
first college experiences, we set the bar high and give students 
a different perspective on what college is all about.”

As a tribute to Donnelly supporter and 2011 Scholarship Dinner 
honoree Henry Bloch, DC has officially named this annual day 
of service the “Bloch Service Project.” Learn more on page 16.

We  KCK!
The DC Day of Service was just one of 

many service learning activities introduced 

this year. Check out these others!

Providence Place and Villa St. Francis programming

Service was incorporated into the Practical Nursing 

program’s Gerontology and Mental Health course. 

Assisted by their instructor, DC students planned 

activities for seniors at these two health centers, 

specifically patients suffering from Alzheimer’s 

and dementia. Students reported a renewed 

commitment to health care and a deeper connection 

to persons diagnosed with mental disorders.

Wyandotte High School tutoring

College Algebra students are currently 

participating in an ongoing project that 

assists high-school students needing extra 

help in math during the school day.

Big Eleven Lake revitalization

Students in General Chemistry were concerned 

with the water quality in KCK’s Big Eleven Lake and 

decided to build a service project around it. They 

tested the water using techniques they learned in 

class and are currently reviewing their findings to 

determine possible ways to revitalize the lake.

DC Community Health Fair

Donnelly, in partnership with the University of 

Kansas Medical Center (KUMC), brought in local 

health care businesses and non-profit agencies 

through a health fair held on campus. During the fair, 

students from the Practical Nursing program and 

KUMC administered more than 125 free flu shots.

 

 Urban Elementary Education 

Introducation to Urban Education students 

offered classroom assistance to teachers in 

various grade levels at a local elementary 

school, specifically focusing on students 

struggling with reading and math.

 

Fourth District Commissioner Candidate Forum

Two Donnelly classes – Principles of Political 

Science and American Government – 

collaborated to organize a community forum 

for those running for Kansas City, Kansas’ 

Fourth District Commissioner position.  

Do you have an idea for a project or want to 

partner with us? Visit donnelly.edu/service.

Top left: Student Ambassador Garry Jean-Pierre led his group of new 
students by digging at ditch at the nearby Sanctuary of Hope. Top right: 
Students Maria Guadalupe Rodriguez and Araceli Moreno work together to 
make a blanket for Children’s Mercy Hospitals.
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Student. 
Soldier. 
Leader. 
Teacher.
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W
hen you first meet John 
Campbell, he seems 
like a typical college 
student. He lives on 
campus, is the first 
person in his family 
to go to college, keeps 

busy studying and by getting involved in 
on-campus organizations, and even serves 
as a co-captain of the DC Soccer Club. But, 
there’s more to Campbell than meets the eye.

He is a soldier. A member of the United 
States Marine Corps who has completed two 
seven-month tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“I joined the Marines right out of high 
school,” said Campbell, who grew up in 
Altus, Oklahoma. “I’m the kind of guy 
who sees an opportunity and goes with 
my gut. I knew the experience would 
help me step out of my comfort zone, 
become a better leader, and most of all, 
give me a chance to see the world.”

After serving three years in the 
Marines, Campbell was ready to take 
his life in a different direction. 

“I have extended family in Kansas City, so 
I decided to do a little online research on 
colleges in the area,” he said. “Donnelly was 
one of the first colleges I came across and it 
seemed like a good fit for me because of its 
proximity to downtown, affordability and 
small size. I just had a good feeling about it. 

“My parents told me to sleep on it, but 
I went with my gut instincts and the 
next morning I packed up my truck 
and headed north toward KC.”

Within a few days Campbell was 
enrolled and settling into his residence 
hall room on Donnelly’s campus.

He jumped right into college life, joining as 
many clubs and organizations as possible.

“I made a pact with myself that I would try 
to get the absolute most out of this college 
experience that I could,” he said. “I take 
advantage of all the campus resources, 

from tutoring to the Fitness Center.”

One day while working out, one of 
Campbell’s friends asked if he would 
help him with his workout routine. 

“I showed him various techniques and he 
started to see results,” said Campbell. “Pretty 
soon I had four more people asking for my 
help. Before I knew it, these mini training 
sessions turned into scheduled workout 
classes with me as the instructor. It has 
been really rewarding and a lot of fun.”

Through this experience, Campbell 
discovered a new found passion for teaching.

“I never thought of myself as a teacher 
before coming to Donnelly,” he said. 
“This experience, along with the other 
leadership opportunities I’ve found here, has 
changed my life. I realized my passion.”

Campbell now plans to continue 
his education toward a bachelor’s 
degree, with hopes to eventually 
become a teacher or coach.

“Once I identified this passion and shared 
it with my instructors and mentors at 
Donnelly, things just began to fall into 
place on their own,” he said. “Even Dr. 
LaNasa has shown an interest in helping 
me reach my academic goals. Right now, 
he’s helping me secure a position shadowing 
the Bishop Ward baseball coaches.

“I’ve let life and my instincts guide my 
decisions, and it has worked out better than 
I could have ever imagined. I have a plan, 
and am excited to see what my future holds.”

join our email list!
You will receive e-invitations to special 
Donnelly events and hear the latest 
campus news before anyone else! 

To join our email list, update your 
contact info, or share your stories 
and accomplishments with us, visit 

donnelly.edu/update.
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T he Sixth Annual Donnelly Dash took place 
Saturday, Nov. 5, with more than 200 

participants taking part in the festivities, including a 
5K Run/Walk and the new 1-Mile Family Run.

Proceeds from the event supported Donnelly’s 
health care programs and scholarships.

“We worked hard to increase the number of student 
participants and also bring new faces to the event, 
particularly the neighbors surrounding campus,” said Susan 
Carroll, ´62, who co-chaired the 2011 Dash alongside Dr. 
Tom Pierce. “It was great to see so many people gathered 
together in support of Donnelly and this great event 
that is quickly becoming a true community tradition.”

This year, the College added a CHIP timing system, 
allowing participants to track their race times and 
rankings. Prizes were awarded to the top overall 
male and female runners, as well as the top male and 
female within each of the seven age brackets. 

Top overall winners were Victor Williams, sophomore 
at Donnelly, finishing with a time of 18:45, and 
Caroline Metzger, completing the race in 24:42. 

Male winners within each age bracket included: Liam 
Carroll at 24:30 (10-14 years), Victor Williams (15-
19 years), Jacob Sledd at 25:58 (20-29 years), Steven 
Holt at 18:57 (30-39 years), Jon Engelman at 24:39 
(40-49 years), L. Wayne Bridges at 31:24 (50-59 
years), and Bill Selvidge at 43:44 (60+ years).

Female winners within each age bracket included: Cecibel 
Bahamonde at 45:47 (15-19 years), Marina Daldaliah at 
28:53 (20-29 years), Leah Wilkens at 36:54 (30-39 years), 
Lisa Stoothoff at 25:13 (40-49 years), Terri Schneweis at 
33:17 (50-59 years), and Susan Carroll at 39:44 (60+ years).

“This was my first time competing in a 5K or any running 
event,” said Cecibel Bahamonde, student who is involved 
in nearly every campus club or organization, including 
Healthy Student Organization (HSO) – one of the event’s 
sponsors. “It was a great route and I got to see parts of 
KCK that I never had before. Everyone loved the music – it 
really pumped us all up and got us ready to compete!”

Participants enjoyed a healthy breakfast of Einstein Bros. 
bagels, fresh fruit, coffee and juice. Donnelly students 
Sylvester Ayalla, president of the DC Student Senate, 
and Fernando Ramirez, co-captain of the DC Soccer 
Club, were the emcees and provided music for the event, 
courtesy of By Popular Demand Entertainment – a sound 
equipment and services company owned by Ayalla. 

To view photos and race results, visit donnelly.edu/dash. 

Want to get involved in next year’s Dash? 
Contact advancement@donnelly.edu. 

Thank you to our  Dash sponsors,  
including lead sponsors Health Care Foundation of 
Greater Kansas City and Cerner Corporation, as well as 
University of Kansas Medical Center, Einstein Bros. Bagels, 
Bistro Kids, and Healthy Student Organization (HSO).

Dash 5K adds 1-Mile Family Run, 
brings in 200+ participants
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Find us. 
Follow us.

Connect with Donnelly!
  twitter.com/DonnellyCollege

  facebook.com/DonnellyCollege

From left to right: Dash 5K participants speed across the starting line as the race begins; Overall male winner and DC 
sophomore Victor Williams is congratulated by Wen Li Shu, ’97, Director of IT Services; Tom and Donna Brewer cross 
the finish line; Students Agustin Almarez and Bonifacio Pelayo; Elvis (also known as James “Duke” Ogan) helped cheer 
on race participants; Tina Ciarrocchi and Lisa Stoothoff, Assistant Professor of Preparatory Education.

Hear 
about our upcoming events! Stay

up-to-date
on campus
happenings!

Read
Donnelly’s

latest 
news!

Check

out photos

from our 

events &

archives!
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“Even during the first class period before 
any of us knew each other, everyone was 

energized and asking good questions.”
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New class generates buzz 
on and off campus
If you think back to your days in school, there are 
usually one or two classes that stand out in your 
memory. For many, these classes are the ones that 
offered a unique balance between difficulty and fun.

For the students in Donnelly’s first-ever Art & Practice 
of Community Leadership class, this class did just that.

The course combined fun, interactive, in-class exercises 
and speakers with off-campus activities such as meetings 
with local elected officials and tours of important 
community buildings, neighborhoods and landmarks.

“I have never been in a class like this before,” said 
student Claudia Rodriguez who is currently pursuing 
her Associate of Arts degree. “The speakers were the 
best part because even though it was a small class of 
about 25 students, we were able to hear from some of 
KCK’s most influential leaders, both past and present.

“We learned about so many community components, 
from education to economic development to 
community health. Our instructors would relate 
each speaker to a specific leadership theory. In the 
end, this showed us that even though each person’s 
skills are different, we can all be great leaders.”

The class, made up of both Donnelly students and 
members of the community, had three instructors, 
including Carol Marinovich, former Mayor/CEO of 
the Unified Government of Wyandotte County and 
Kansas City, Kansas, community leader and retired court 
executive Pat Brune, and Donnelly faculty member and 
Coordinator of Organizational Leadership Susan Keim.

Even though most of the community members took the 
course as a non-credit, they wanted to get the most out of it.

“We told them that they didn’t need to complete 
the assignments and journal entries, but they all did 
anyway,” said Keim. “This was very encouraging because 
it was obvious they were truly interested in the topics 
and wanted to take in as much as they could.”

“I enrolled after I saw an article about this class in the 
Kansas City Star,” said Gus Lind, a Lenexa, Kan., 
resident who works as an engineer within the city’s 
community development department. “The speakers 
were fantastic. Most of all, I loved the students in 
the class itself because it was such a wide variety of 
ages, as well as ethnic and economic backgrounds.

“This made the experience richer and created 
opportunities for inspiring conversations. Even during 
the first class period before any of us knew each other, 
everyone was energized and asking good questions.”

One community member admits he had a 
negative perception of Wyandotte County 
when he enrolled in the course.

“It was around the third class period when I realized how 
incredible KCK really is,” said Gary Shults, Lee’s Summit, 
Mo., resident. “Everyone was so passionate and proud 
to be a part of it, which made me feel proud as well. 

“We learned about countless non-profits, businesses and 
local resources that keep the community running - many 
of which I didn’t even know existed. My opinion is forever 
changed. This class has made me eager to explore and learn 
more about all the things Wyandotte County has to offer.”

“Many of the community members, and even a number of 
students, expressed a new or renewed interest in advancing 
the community,” said Marinovich. “Our hope is that they 
pass this new knowledge and KCK pride along to others.”

 Left: Joe Reardon, Mayor of the Unified Government 
of Wyandotte County and Kansas City, Kansas, Clausie 
Smith, Mayor of Bonner Springs, Kan., and John 
McTaggart, Mayor of Edwardsville, Kan., speak to the 
class on October 4. Right, from top to bottom: Instructors 
Pat Brune, Carol Marinovich and Susan Keim.
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Clockwise from top left: Students Jacob Rocha, Glenn Taylor, Jennifer Ryan and Crystal Sudduth greet guests; President Steve LaNasa and Henry Bloch speak to guests and recognize the Bloch 
Scholars on stage; Phil and Mary Jo Doherty talk with Dr. Kathy O’Hara; Henry Bloch speaks to DC instructor Melissa Lenos, Ph.D.; Guests watch the video; Students Matthew Seifkas, Bobby 
Shaw and Molly Manning on stage with emcee Ralph Reid of the Sprint Foundation; Students Bobby Shaw, Christina Smith and Le’Creasha Grigsby greet guests; Lougene Geary goes to the 
stage to receive her Silpada drawing prize package; Archbishop Joseph Naumann speaks with Henry and Tom Bloch.
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Scholarship Dinner raises a record 
$290,000, honors Henry Bloch

Donnelly’s Fifth Annual Scholarship Dinner was the 
largest in the event’s history with nearly 500 people in 
attendance and $290,000 in scholarship funds raised. 

Attendees were able to meet a number of Donnelly 
students, including many current and past Bloch 
Scholars as well as DC alumni and friends.

Honorary Chairs of the event included Bill Dunn, 
Sr., Don and Adele Hall, and Morton Sosland. 
Master of Ceremonies was Ralph Reid, President 
of the Sprint Foundation as well as Sprint’s Vice 
President of Corporate Responsibility. 

“Donnelly is one of the most important causes in Kansas 
City because it has the power to transform the lives of 
its students as well as future generations,” said Dick 
Flanigan, Scholarship Dinner Chairman and Senior Vice 
President, General Manager for Cerner Corporation. 

“The dinner is the most important event of the year 
because it is what makes the rest of the year possible 
by providing essential scholarship dollars to students 
who not only need it to go to college, but who truly 
appreciate and understand the value of it.”

In addition to supporting the College, attendees also 
came to honor Henry Bloch for his steadfast support 
of Donnelly students through the Henry W. Bloch 
Scholars program. Part of the proceeds from the event 
created the Marion Bloch Endowed Scholarship Fund 
in honor of Henry Bloch’s wife. The Bloch Scholars 
program is designed to attract, encourage and support 
promising students who demonstrate financial need 
and want to earn a four-year degree but may not be 
considered for traditional scholarship programs.

Bloch received the scholarship program as a 
gift from The H&R Block Foundation when he 
retired as chairman of H&R Block in 2000. 

“I received many gifts when I retired, but this 
was by far the most meaningful,” said Bloch. 

“The program is unique in that it honors the average 
student – the student who without a scholarship may 
not be able to pursue a college education,” said President 
Steve LaNasa. “What many people don’t realize is that 

this is a tribute to Henry Bloch himself, who early in his 
life tended to think of himself as an average student.”

The program aligns with Donnelly’s mission of 
providing access to education. The foundation supports 
one-half the cost of tuition and fees for each Bloch 
Scholar, and Donnelly proudly matches the other half. 
Scholarships are renewable for five years, allowing 
students to earn their associate degree at Donnelly, 
and then complete their four-year degree at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC).

“One thing that is remarkable about Donnelly is that 
they take an interest in every student,” said Bloch. 
“They try and bring out the best in every student.”

As a tribute to Mr. Bloch, the College has named its 
annual Day of Service, held as part of the annual New 
Student Orientation each August, the Bloch Service 
Project. Bloch was presented with a book containing photos 
from the 2011 Day of Service and inspirational quotes.

The Fund-A-Scholar portion of the event, led by 
Reid and Donnelly alumna and former Bloch Scholar 
Rachel Leonard, ´09, brought in $40,000.

In addition, a video presentation showcasing testimonials 
from current and past Bloch Scholars was shown, and 
three drawing prize packages were awarded, including an 
all expense paid trip to Palm Springs, more than $1,500 
of sterling silver Silpada jewelry, and a Kansas City 
Experience package which provided the winner with a 
year’s worth of guaranteed, monthly outings to many of 
Kansas City’s most famous restaurants and attractions. 

To view the video shown at the event, visit  
facebook.com/DonnellyCollege. For a list of this 
year’s dinner sponsors, visit donnelly.edu/dinner.

The College is already looking ahead to the 
2012 Scholarship Dinner! For sponsorship or 
volunteer opportunities, contact Annual Fund 
Coordinator Laura Bryon, at (913) 621-8752.
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Saint Scholastica 
Circle ($50,000+)
DST Systems, Inc.
H&R Block Foundation
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Steven R. Riedel †

Bishop Donnelly 
Circle ($25,000+)

Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
George K. Baum Family Foundation
Health Care Foundation of 

Greater Kansas City
In Thanksgiving to Blessed Seelos Fund
The Richardson Educational 

Opportunities Trust

Founders Circle ($10,000+)
Adelante Fund
Willard J. & Mary G. 

Breidenthal Foundation
Phillip & Mary Jo Doherty
Dollar General Literacy Program
Goppert Foundation
Greater KC Community Foundation
GWYDYR Foundation
Inter-State Federal Savings
Master Craftsmen Foundation
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation
Sosland Foundation
Sprint Foundation
State Farm Insurance Companies
State Street
Vivian & Hymie J. Sosland 

Charitable Trust
Westerman Foundation

Trustees Circle ($5,000+)
American Century Investments
John N. Caldwell†
Carter Community Memorial Trust
William H. Dunn Char. 

Remainder Unitrust
Kevin A. Dunn
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Kansas Independent College Assoc.
Kevin & Patricia Keefer
Dr. Steven & Rebecca LaNasa
Desmond & Gretchen Powers
U.S. Dept of Education (Region VII)

Presidents Circle ($2,500+)
Benedictine Sisters of Mount 

St. Scholastica
Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, Inc.
Breidenthal Snyder Foundation
Cerner Corporation
CNA Foundation
William & Marianne Dunn, Jr.
Gary D. Grable
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haake
Mr. & Mrs. Bram Higgins
Frank & Carol LaNasa
Mark One Electrical
Jean McGurn
Providence Medical Center
Mrs. Steven Sanders
Security Bank of Kansas City
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth

Deans Circle ($1,000+)
Avila University
Bank of America
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
BKD, LLP
Dr. & Mr. Robin Bowen

Ira & Florita M. Brady Foundation
Daniel E. Braum
Brotherhood Bank & Trust
Brian & Emily Buckley
Burns & McDonnell
Catholic Mutual
Church of the Ascension
Judge Thomas C. Clark
Deffenbaugh Industries
Richard & Laura Flanigan, Jr.
Francis Family Foundation
Teodoro & Leticia Garcia
Dr. Kenneth Gibson & 

Dr. Jackie Snyder
Henry Wurst, Inc.
Ira K. Witschner Charitable Trust
David L. Jones
Kansas City Kansas African 

Am. History Comm.
Lockton Companies, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mahoney
Mary Elizabeth Martin 

Scholarship Trust
Rebecca & James Merwald
Mid America Minority Business 

Development Council
Dr. & Mrs. John P. Murry
Most Rev. Joseph F. Naumann, D.D.
Polsinelli Shughart PC
R. A. Long Foundation
Ramona Munsell & Associates, LLC
Dr. John Romito & Dr. Cynthia Romito
Anthony S. Skabialka
Straub Construction
John J. Sullivan, Jr. Charitable Trust
Ward Family Charitable Trust
Mary Ann Worthington
Kent T. Zeller

1949 Circle ($500+)
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmed M. Awad
Bartlett & Company Grain 

Charitable Foundation
Robert R. Bartunek
Breakfast Cosmopolitan Club
Joanne Brown
Children’s Campus of Kansas City
Abe Cole
Richard L. Day
Robert P. Dunn
Stephen D. Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Steve M. Gering
James A. Goethe
Charles Greenwood
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Hartigan
Landmark Mortgage Company
Vivian Levin
Louis & Dorothy Cumonow 

Foundation
McAnany, Van Cleave & Phillips, P.A.
Louis McAvoy
Gerard & Kathleen Meiners
John Mendez, Jr. & Mary Gonzales
James & Mary Ruth Nauser
Rev. William J. McKenna 

K.M. Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Schloegel
Seigfreid Bingham Levy Selzer & Gee
David Stobie
George & Linda Tady
Tin Master
Treanor Architects
U.S. Engineering Co.

Honor Roll of Donors
It is your generosity that makes it possible for Donnelly to continue to provide a high-quality, Catholic education to 
students from throughout the KC metro and across the globe. Thank you for helping to carry out this steadfast mission 
and proud tradition of transforming people, places and spirits through education. The Donnelly College community 
acknowledges with sincere gratitude the following gifts made from July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011.

What your gifts made possible this year:
• Provided a high-quality education to more than 1,100 students 
• Made an affordable tuition of just under $6,000 per year possible by helping to close the operating expense gap
• Raised $141,000 at 2010 Scholarship Dinner
• Enhanced the Donnelly student experience through new and upgraded campus technology

Thank you for your generosity!
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Ambassador 
Circle ($250+)

Donette Alonzo
Mr. & Mrs. M. Banks
Benedictine College
BP Fabric of America Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bryon
Robert & Patricia Clune
Community Housing of 

Wyandotte County, Inc.
Corona Litho
Ben Craig, Jr.
Bishop Marvin Donaldson
Carolyn Curry Elbel 

Memorial Foundation
Gerard & Michelle Garcia
Jeanne Gorman
Mary Hale
Therese Horvat
Susan Keim
Gene & Joyce Klingele
Michael J. Knight
Lario Oil & Gas Company
Mr. & Mrs. Tom McGee
Lawrence & Linda McGurn
Howard C. Miller
New York Life Foundation
Occidental Petroleum 

Corporation Matching 
Gift Program

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Owens
Dr. William Pallett
Park University
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Pennick
Dr. Thomas Pierce & 

Dr. Janet D. Pierce
Craig & Dianne Ratkey
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Scott
Mr. & Mrs. John Shealy
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Slepitza
Sporting Kansas City
Dr. & Dr. Gerardo Vergara
Mr. & Mrs. Alfonso 

J. Zarate

Sandusky Circle 
($100+)

Dr. & Mrs. Phillip L. 
Accardo, DO

Mayra Aguirre
Vincent & Carolyn Anch

Sr. Sue E. Andrew, ASC
Edward Andrisevic
Anonymous
Jane Applebury-Garrison
Aspen Latino Marketing
Jessie Z. Barnett
Leisha Barry
Loretta A. Bates
Julia Bean
Lawrence J. Beier
Dr. Fred N. Bosilevac
Marcia D. Braun
Terrill Bresette
Tom & Darla Brown
Pat Brune
Diana Bryon
Laura Bryon
Mr. & Mrs. Ambrose 

Buckman
Gary A. Bukaty
Jacqueline Burger
Stephen F. Burger
Patricia & Bernie Callaghan
Jim Callowich
Mary Carrington-Harris
Cindy Cash
Cigna Matching 

Gift Program
Eric Clark
Judge Thomas C. Clark, II
Andrea Colgan
Rachel A. Cruz
Custom Engineering
Sr. Marie Kathleen 

Daugherty
Ronald Davis
Richard & Helen Deitchman
Mr. & Mrs. Carl J. DiCapo
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis 

Diederich
Marie J. Dinges
Ronald T. Donnelly
Gerald & Carol Edson
John B. Farley
Mary T. Fasenmyer
Dr. John E. Foret
Tadeo E. Franco
Angela French
Leon Gaschen
Deborah Gatz†
Keith Geary

Mr. & Mrs. Philip S. Gellott
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Green
Robert Graham
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Haake
Ronald E. Hardin, Jr.
Col. Hardy Hay & 

Mrs. Frances Hay
Anna Marie Henderson
Wayne & Carol Hewitt
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Holthaus
Zita M. Horan†
Fr. Frank Horvat
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Horvatic
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Hutchins
Dr. Richard C. Ibarra
Dr. Steven Jansen
Ernest L. Johnson, Jr.
Heather Jones
Mr. William E. Judy & 

Mrs. Karen Orr-Judy
John & Rita Jurcyk, Jr.
Kansas State Treasurer
Patrick G. Keating
Mr. & Mrs. James Knapp
Lesle Knop
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobler
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

Jerome Kolich
Dr. David Kraft
Shirley Kuestersteffen
Dennis & Margie Kurogi
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Laffoon
Martha LaVan
David J. Lipp
Luvena Luckett
Mr. & Ms. Thomas Lyon
Manomay Malathip
Martha T. Marin
Gayle Martin
Lawrence J. Meyers
Michael E. Miller
Doris J. Minear
Maynard Moore
Mark W. Mosher
LaVert A. Murray
Winifred L. Nass
Amy & Jason Neufeld
Steve & Marcia Nicely
Dr. William S. Nicely
Dr. Kathleen O’Hara

John M. O’Hare
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Onkst
Daniel Ontiveros, Jr.
Leo J. Orth, Jr.
Randall Parker
Fr. Gary Pennings
Ronald H. Pflumm
Phyllis A. Prouty
Sr. Susan Pryor, SCL
Peter J. Quiroga
Mr. & Mrs. Reardon
John M. Rebeck
Madelyn Regan
Dr. Charles M. Renne
James Rice
Fr. John Riley
Scott Robben
Phyllis A. Rodriguez
John M. Ryan
Dr. Merna Saliman & Mr. 

Stewart D. Saliman
John L. Schneider
Fr. George A. Seuferling
Cyrus & Mimi Shadfar
Dan Sheehan
Sr. Anne Shepard, O.S.B.
Raymond & Paula Simonich
Sisters of Charity of 

Leavenworth
Sisters of St. Francis - 

Holy Eucharist
Skradski Funeral Home
Dr. & Mrs. Firmin Snodell
St. Anns Catholic Church
Richard Storm
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Stramberg
Eileen S. Sullivan
John & Della Swoboda
Marty Thoennes
Nick A. Tomasic
Fr. Dennis Wait
Michael P. Waliczek
Rose Marie Wilch
Mr. & Mrs. John 

C. Williams
Diana Wilson
Elaine Wright
Edward R. Zagorac
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Zarda

Lifetime Society
The Lifetime Society honors donors 
who have generously contributed more 
than $250,000 over their history 
of giving to Donnelly College. 

Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of Mount 

St. Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
Willard J. & Mary G. 

Breidenthal Foundation
Francis Family Foundation
Goppert Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
J.E. Dunn Construction Company 
Kansas Independent College Association
George and Marian LaHood
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation
Philomena Muntzel Estate
The Sunderland Foundation
Rose Teicher Estate
Helen K. Trant Estate

Keeler Society
The Keeler Society recognizes all donors 
who make monthly contributions to 
Donnelly College, and honors the legacy of 
Sister Jerome Keeler, who dedicated herself 
tirelessly to making Donnelly a reality and a 
transformational experience for students.

Michael Knight
Dr. Steven M. & Rebecca LaNasa
Tom Brown
Dan & Patricia Haake
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Friends Circle ($1.00+)
Anthony Adair
Donna J. Amato
Marcy Anderson
Patricia Antonopoulos
Carol Atwood
Wendy Barillas
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 

F. Beagle, Jr.
Barbara Benanti
Karen Bergman
Helen Bert
James & Mary Blaise
Patricia A. Blake
Betty A. Booker
Clarence R. Boswell
Clarice A. Breedlove
Donna Brewer
Michelle Bridges
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Brown
Rosalyn K. Brown
Steven E. Brownback
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Burwell
Alverne C. Bush
Olivia Caceres
Mary Ann Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Carrasco
Susan Carroll
Derrick Carter
Tabitha Carter
Trinidad Chacon
Jose Chavez
Norman Coakley, Jr.
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Sr. Mary Collins, O.S.B.
April Cordero
Joanne Couture
Vicki Currie
Judy A. Dangerfield
Calvin Daniels
Scott Dau
William & Arlene Davis
Deal Bug
Robert J. Dehaemers
Rulber Dela Torre
Jeanne Dervin
Elizabeth Dillon, RN
E. Pat Donnelly, Jr.
Bianca Elliott
Daniel L. Engel
Robert Engel
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Evans
ExxonMobil Foundation, Inc.
Gilbert W. Fisher
William & Jeanette Fitzsimmons
Joycestine Fletcher
Mr. & Mrs. Ron D. Foster
Dr. Frances Foster
Ada M. Frazier
Marina Friedlund
Steven Fuller
Francis Gabel

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gage
Luis Garcia
Bob & Diane Garrett
Terry Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gilson
Mr. Mark S. Gilstrap & Mrs. 

Joanne M. Gilstrap
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Gleason
Therese Goldsich
Lillian M. Graham
Greater Horizons
Sue A. Grosdidier
Kandi Guerrero
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haake
Susie Haake
Dr. Jack L. Haden & Mrs. 

Christine K. Haden
Phil Hale
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hall
Dr. Brenda Harris
Herbert R. Harris
Rose Mary Hartshorn
Jacob D. Haynes
Dr. Harold J. Henning, Jr.
Gabe Hernandez
Miro Heyink
Hispanic Economic 

Development Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Hodel
Kathy Hoelting
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Hoffman
Gayle F. Holliday
J. Douglas Hoy
Joan Hughes
Doris J. Hurla
Theresa M. Jaksetic
Jacqueline Jones
Lynette Jones
Justina Julian
Michelle Kaberline
Keeler Women’s Center
Mr. & Mrs. James Kehoe
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kellerman
Laura B. Kelley
Karla Kimerer
William & Cynthia Klein
Andrea Kolkmeier
Don Komer
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kovac
David M. Kovac
Sr. Mary Lucy Kramer, O.S.B.
Joseph J. Krizman, Jr.
Anne Lacey
Doyt Ladd
Eric Lanham
Mr. Nick Roberts & 

Mrs. Nicole Lee
Luz Leyva
Kelly Loeb
Margaret Long
Miss Alma Lugo
E. Jean Lutes
John & Mary Lynch

Josephine Lynch
Francis P. Macan
Mary C. Manlove
Kerry Manning
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Marquez
Henry L. Marxen
Lloyd Mason, Jr.
Noreen Neidhart Matheson
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Mathew
Michael A. Mathieu
William R. McAuliffe
Mr. & Mrs. Karl McCarthy
D.J. McDaniel
Peter & Cheryl McDonald
Diana McElroy
Michael J. McGrath
Bernetta C. McKindra
Joseph & Sharon McKinney
William & Margaret McNamee
Marilu Mercado
Frank Meyers
Lawrence C. Mikesic
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mikesic
Jean M. Miller
Richard W. Miller
Dorothy Mitchell
Frederick L. Mitchell
Roy & M. Mitchell
Teresa L. Mitchell, Ph.D.
Joseph Modrcin
Thomas F. Modrcin
Rosa Mora
Jacqueline J. Morales
Linda Morris
Patricia G. Morrisey
James Morrison
Mary Moulin
Patrick A. Mulich
Charles A. Mulik
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Mulik
Daniel P. Nastali
James Nave
Peggy L. Neal
Rose Ann Neal
Maryam Nichols
James Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Null
Belinda Ogan
Mary Ann Olinskey
Jack Orlowski
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Orth
Joseph F. Paduch
Ronald Parker†
Jack Pelzer
Cindy Perry
Dr. Charles Podrebarac & 

Mrs. Mary J. Podrebarac
Carol Pozzolungo
Kathryn Prevost
Mr. & Mrs. Price
Linda Price
Marilyn Putthoff
Aaron Quinn

Barbara Ramirez
John M. Ramirez
Genaro & Mary Ann Rangel
Daniel S. Rebeck
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reid
Nicholas Reveles
Paula Reveles
Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

L. Roberts, Jr.
Kathleen Robey
Carmen Rodriguez
Larry & Linda Rodriguez
Albert Q. Roos
Margaret R. Roos
Ruth E. Rosales
Betsy Graham Rushton
Jean Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ruth
Robert B. Ruzich
Frances Sachen
Dr. Patrick J. Scarpitti
Joseph A. Schleicher
Gerald V. Schuh
Tony Segura
Susan & Richard Serrano
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Severino
Wen Li Shu
Orlando Silva
Molly Sirridge
Carrie Slattery
Mr. & Mrs. John O. 

Slaughter, III
Elizabeth Smid
Christina Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Smith
Ernestine B. Smith
LaTishia Smith
Dr. & Mrs. John M. Soptick
Dorothy Speckin
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin D. Spradley
Martha Staker
Carlita Stallings
William & Andrea Staudenmaier
Lee Stephenson
Constance Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 

L. Strausbaugh
Patricia Summers
Steve Tate
Kathleen Thomas
Charles E. Thompson
Janet Tluscik
Lorrie Townsend
Ericka Tremble-Cockrell
Union Security Insurance 

Company
Linda Van Veen
Roxie & Karl Vaughns
Vanessa Vaughn-West
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Verbanic
Robert & Priscilla Vesel
Marilyn & Gregory Vranicar
Susan Walker

Ethelene Walker-Webster
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Weems
Teri L. Weiter
Jim West
James D. Whitaker
Dr. Ted White
Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Wilcox
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Wilkes
Victor Williams
Mary F. Wills
Edward & Kathy Wollmuth
Liliana Zavala
Kathryn A. Zunick

Gifts in Kind

Adventure Oasis Water Park
Anderson Restaurant Group
Argosy Riverside Casino
Art’s Mexican Products
Jennifer Bales
Balano Jewelry
Brotherhood Bank & Trust
Charles Bruffy
Cater Time Vending
Crown Plaza
Comedy City
Downtown Marriott
Folly Theatre
Fud
Golden Ox
Hermes Landscaping
Independence Tourism
Jalapenos
Kansas City Ballet
Kansas City Choral
Kansas Speedway
Kansas City T-Bones
Kansas City Wizards
Lee Knox
Lill’s
Lucky Strike Lanes
Lyric Opera
Milano Jewelrs
Minsky’s
Bernie Mueller
Catherine Mueller
National World War I Museum
Oseria Il Centro
Paradise Park
PB & J Restaurant Group
Pin-Up-Bowl
Ricoh Americas Corporation
Royals
Screenland Theatre
Stanford and Sons
Treanor Architects
Vinca Jewelry
Wagon Wheel Orchard
Waldo Pizza
Walters Dance Center
Donald E. Wolf
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Honor & 
Memorial Gifts

Vincent & Carolyn Anch in 
memory of Carl Anch, ‘55

Loretta A. Bates in memory 
of Sr. Virginia Minton

Raymond F. Beagle in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Patricia A. Blake in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Betty A. Booker in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Marcia D. Braun in honor of her 
students at Miami Springs 
Sr. High 1986-2010

Marcia D. Braun in honor 
of Loretto Academy 
Class of 1961

Harold Brown in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Jacqueline Burger in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Jim Callowich in honor of Sr. 
Connie Krstolic, OSB

Joanne Couture in memory 
of Sr. Virginia Minton

Dennis Diederich in memory 
of Robert Milacek

Elizabeth Dillon in memory 
of Brenda Dillon Davis

Gerald & Carol Edson in 
memory of Gloria Vusich

Gerald & Carol Edson in 
honor of The Benedictine 
Sisters & Staff

Judith A. Evans in memory 
of Sr. Jerome Keeler

Joycestine Fletcher in memory 
of Jerold V. Fletcher

GWYDYR Foundation 
in memory of Del & 
Eileen Jurden

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haake in 
memory of Joseph C. DeBlase

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haake 
in memory of Kathleen 
Ann McGill

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haake in 
memory of John B. Justice

Susan Haake in honor 
of Laura Bryon

Mary Hale in memory of Sr. 
Martha Ann Linck, CSJ

Matthew Hartigan in honor of 
Patricia & Malcolm Anderson

Paul Howe in honor of 
Deffenbaugh Industries

Joan Hughes in honor of 
Richard Hughes

Theresa M. Jaksetic in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

John & Rita Jurcyk, Jr., in 
memory of Gloria Vusich

Keeler Women’s Center in 
memory of Sr. Jerome Keeler

Martha LaVan in honor 
of Sr. Fran Cross

Josephine Lynch in memory of 
Kathleen Lynch McCoy & 
Mary Anne Lynch Coffman

Martha T. Marin in memory of 
Father Francis Moriones

Michael A. Mathieu in 
memory of Gloria Vusich

Louis McAvoy in honor of 
Michael P. McAvoy

Karl W. McCarthy in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Richard Mikesic in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Doris J. Minear in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Joseph Modrcin in memory 
of Sr. Jerome Keeler

James Morrison in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Patrick A. Mulich in memory 
of Sr. Hildalita Carl, OSB

Mary Ann Olinskey in 
memory of Gloria Vusich

Deborah Onkst in honor 
of Steven LaNasa

Randall Parker in honor 
of Dr. John Murry

Dr. Charles Podrebarac & 
Mrs. Mary J. Podrebarac 
in memory of Delores 
Podrebarac

Barbara Ramirez in memory 
of Ramon Ramirez  ‘61

Craig & Dianne Ratkey in 
honor of Craig Ratkey

William Reardon in memory 
of Jack Reardon

Robert Reid in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

James Rice in honor of Mr. 
& Mrs. James Rice, Ed 
& Mary Boeding

Frances Sachen in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Dr. Merna Saliman & Mr. 
Stewart D. Saliman in 
honor of Dr. Ken Gibson 
& Dr. Jackie Snyder

Mrs. Steven Sanders in memory 
of Steven Sanders

Sr. Anne Shepard, O.S.B., in 
honor of Sr. Fran Cross

Lee Stephenson in honor 
of Sr. Fran Cross

Eileen S. Sullivan in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Patricia Summers in memory 
of Stephen A. Summers

Janet Tluscik in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Walter Verbanic in memory 
of Gloria Vusich

Ethelene Walker-Webster in 
honor of Doris Curlette 
& Gerald Walker

Ward Family Charitable Trust in 
memory of Sr. Faith Schuster

Kathryn A. Zunick in memory
	 of Gloria Vusich

Volunteers

Anthony Adair
Mary Adair
David Michael Allen
Donette Alonzo
Patricia Antonopolous
Wilma Arevalo
Jason Banks
Jose Banuelas
Wendy Barillas
Othman Barzanji
Stanley Battles
James Bednar
Laura Berg
Stephanie Berg
Roger Berg, Jr.
Amber Bloomfield-Martinez
Daniel Braum
Michelle Bridges
Serena Browne
Armando Browne
Tom Brown
Joseph Brucel
Teresa Bryon
Laura Bryon
Emily Buckley
Rita Burnett
Pat Callaghan
Chris Cameron
Mary Carrington-Harris
Laura Castro
Kevin Cutcliff
Sr. Marie Kathleen Daugherty
Mary Jo Doherty
Phillip L. Doherty
Brittany Emerson
Jamine Emerson
Nancy Fansher
Flor Fierro
Paul Fiola
Marvin Floyd
Nelson Gabriel
Gerard Garcia
Leticia Garcia
Ted Garcia
Agie Garcia
Tina Gerber
Sarah Giesecke-Green
David Goldblatt
Karla Gomez
Thomas Gordon
Jonathan Green
Lecreasha Grigsby
Jacob Haynes
Miro Heyink
Xanthia Jueanville
Andy Julo
Susan Keim
Michael Knight
Eric Kolkmeier
Rebecca LaNasa
Martha LaVan
Nicole Lee
Mark Lorentzen
Ivori Lynch
Adan Makina

Shawn Malone
Kerry Manning
Edward Marquez
Gayle Martin
Maria Martinez
Ivan Medrano
Leo Mejia
Wendy Menjivar
Lawrence Meyers
Amy Neufeld
Steve Nicely
Bang Pham
Dr. Tom Pierce
Jennifer Price
Phyllis Prouty
Joseph Ramirez
Fernando Ramirez
Bill Reardon
Kathy Reardon
Yar Riak
Luis Rodriguez
Teresa Romero
Ruth Rosales
Louis Ruiz
Jennifer Ryan
Julia Schafemeyer
Tyler Schumacher
Lonnie Scott
Rod Seeman
Terry Starr
Delbert Stitz
Crystal Sudduth
Lorrie Townsend
Dan Townsend
Sandra Trejo
Terra Ullery
Bill Ullery
Jazmin Valverde
Evelina Velasquez
Teresa Vravena-Crellin
Lacey Whitmer
Paula Willett
Mourretha Williams
Don Wolf
Paola Zapata

Legacy 
Society
The Legacy Society recognizes 
all donors who have 
included Donnelly College 
in their estate plans. 

Anonymous
Anonymous† 
Ann T. Armbruster†
Olive Ann Beech†
Father Thomas Bettencourt†
Roger Berg Jr.
Brian & Emily Buckley
Clarence Bukaty†
Mayme & Anthony D’Agostino†
Jack Caldwell (’75)†
Tom Daly†
Edith & Harry Darby†
Father Ray Davern†
H.M. Floersch, M.D.†
Beatrice Glynn†
Clarence Goppert†
George & Ethel Scott Gray†
Marian Haveker†
Father Michael Hermes 
John Horan†
Timothy Kruse
Edwin  & Helen McAnany†
Lucie J. D. McAnany†
Margaret McCarthy†
Philomena Muntzel†
Mr. & Mrs. James Owens
Steven R. Riedel (’79)†                               
Vivian J. Sosland†
I. Richard Spann†
Charles M. Sugar†
Rozella K. Caldwell Swisher†
Rose Teicher†
Helen K. Trant†
Gloria Vusich (’67)†
Adeline J. Walton†

† denotes deceased members

Have you made a planned 
gift for Donnelly? Please 
let us know so we can add your 
name to our growing Legacy 
Society.

We apologize for any errors or omissions 
in this report.
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Have you recently 
gotten married, 

started a new 
job, or added to 

your family? 
Share your exciting news with 

more than 5,000 Digest readers 

by submitting a class note! 

  Submit your class note to  

alumni@donnelly.edu.

Class Notes
Pat (Treff) Callaghan, ’59, and Bernard 

Callaghan, ’58, celebrated their 50th 

wedding anniversary on October 7, 2011. 

Sister Connie Krstolic, OSB, ’64, was 

recently appointed Sub-Prioress of the 

Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica 

by Sister Anne Shepard, OSB, Prioress. 

Tajsheena Leggs, ’05, is currently serving 

as President of the Office of Student 

Affairs, part of the National Association 

of Black Social Workers. She will graduate 

with her Master of Social Work from the 

University of Kansas in May 2012.

Marvin Floyd, AA ’07 and current BA 

student, was recently appointed Director 

of Little Explorers Academy in Leawood, 

Kan., an Early Childhood Education center 

serving children ages 5 weeks through 12 

years. He also recently received his Kansas 

Childcare Program Director’s License 

to go along with his Missouri license.

Rachel Leonard, ’09, graduated with her 

Bachelor of Arts in English, with a minor in 

Spanish, from the University of Missouri-

Kansas City, on December 16. She plans to 

attend Harvard Law School in Fall 2012. 

Last call for 2012 Alumni Hall of Fame  
nominations!

submit by january 10
Know someone who would be a good candidate for our 

Alumni Hall of Fame? We know you do! Our more than 30,000 

alums have gone on to impact their communities in incredible 

ways, and we want to recognize these achievements.

You are encouraged to nominate an alum, living or 

deceased, who has demonstrated actions expressing 

both the mission and spirit of Donnelly.

Submissions can be reviewed and received year-

round. Those submitted by January 10 will be 

considered for the 2012 Hall of Fame class.

Three ways to nominate an alum:
1. Visit donnelly.edu/halloffame to submit an online nomination.

2. From this site above, download a nomination 

form, print and mail it to DC’s Alumni Office at 

608 N. 18th Street, Kansas City, KS 66102.

3. Call the Alumni Office at (913) 621-8744 

to request a form to be mailed to you.

Questions? Contact Roger Berg at  

alumni@donnelly.edu or (913) 621-8744.

SAVE THE DATE!

2012 Alumni Hall of Fame Ceremony & Reception

5 p.m., Thursday, May 10, 2012
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inmemoriam 

Donnelly College remembers the following alumni 

and friends who have passed away. 

Reverend Matt J. Horvat, ’51, a priest in the Archdiocese 

of Kansas City in Kansas, entered into eternal life on 

November 21, 2011. Following his time at Donnelly, 

he served in the United States Air Force. 

Paul Marnett, Sr., ’52, passed away on August 15, 2011, 

in Kansas City, Kan. He is survived by three children, six 

grandchildren, and three siblings. After Donnelly, he attended 

the University of Santa Clara in California, then finished at 

Kansas State University in 1955. He worked as a physical 

therapy aide, opening a successful practice in 1963. In 

his career, Paul worked with a number of famous clients, 

including Harry S. Truman, Joe DiMaggio, and Yogi Berra.

Lois Jean (Cosgrove) Richardson, ’53, of Independence, 

Mo., passed away on November 12, 2011, at the age of 75. 

She is survived by her four children and five grandchildren. 

Lois Jean (Jeannie) loved her family, traveling, music, 

and collected tea cups from around the world. 

Carolyn (Cameron) Meagher, ’57, passed away on 

November 5, 2011, at the age of 72. Throughout her life, 

she was an active member of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 

St. Peter’s and St. Thomas More parishes. She is survived 

by her loving husband of more than 52 years, Herb. 

Ronald “Ronnie” Boyd, ’64, passed away on June 22, 2011, 

at the University of Kansas Medical Center. Ronnie was a 

lifelong resident of Kansas City, Kan. After Donnelly, he 

attended the University of Missouri-Kansas City and was 

then drafted into active duty with the U.S. Navy in 1966. 

He had a tremendous love of reading, KU basketball, and 

bowling, and is survived by his wife of 31 years Letha Boyd.

Harold Briscoe, ’65, of Richardson, Texas, passed away at the 

age of 73 on August 20, 2011. A U.S. Army veteran, Harold 

attended Donnelly and went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in 

journalism from the University of Missouri. He spent his career 

working as an advertising executive for a number of different 

firms. He is survived by two sons and one granddaughter.

Ronald Parker, ’72, of Overland Park, Kan., passed away on 

September 13, 2011, at the age of 70. He will be remembered 

for his sense of humor and love of his family. He is survived 

by his wife, Shirley, four children, and six grandchildren.

Please send In Memoriam information to 

alumni@donnelly.edu to be included in the next issue of the Digest.

Education is the 
best gift you can give.
Donnelly has always taken a different approach 

to our tuition strategy. And based on the national 

attention college costs have received this year, 

never have we stood apart so clearly. Not only 

is our private, annual tuition purposely kept 

within reach (under $6,000 this year), it also 

stretches your donations to help more students.

Donnelly fosters student success - proven 

by retention, graduation and transfer 

rates that exceed national averages. 

Statistics to consider:

• 92% of our associate degree students 

go on to pursue a four-year degree

• 85% are the first in their family to go to college

• 74% have annual family income 

levels less than $18,000

 

Please consider a gift to Donnelly 

this season! Learn more at 

donnelly.edu/share.
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Donnelly College
608 North 18th Street
Kansas City, KS 66102
(913) 621-8700
donnelly.edu

Calendar 
of Events

Practical Nursing students pose with 
Donnelly’s newest member of the health 
care team, instructor and Director of 
Health Occupations Maureen Wiederholt, 
RN, ADN, BSN, MSTE (fourth from left).

	 jan 16:		martin   luther king, jr., day of service
			   Urban Scholastic Center, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
			   Interested in participating? Contact ajulo@donnelly.edu.

	jan  17:		s  pring semester begins

	jan  27:		community   blood drive
			   DC Meeting Room, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

	 mar 12-17:		s  pring break

	 apr 1-30:		arts   in the heart
			   Details available soon at donnelly.edu/artsintheheart.

	 APR 27:		  MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
			   Stay tuned! More info soon at donnelly.edu/mcfest.

	may  10:		alumni   hall of fame ceremony
			   DC Meeting Room, 5 p.m.

	may  12:		commencement 
			   Jack Reardon Convention Center, 4 p.m.
 


